Visual Arts Lesson Plans 

Years One & Two White - Marg Dunn


Unit One - Painting

Getting Started - Match Colours, Sort Colours, Picture Story Books, Look at Photographs, Make Colourful Collections, Experiment With Dyes, Experiment with Paint and Brushes, Use Other Implements

Developing Concepts and Techniques - Colour Mixing Activities, Paint Application Activities, Discussion

Crafting and Presenting - Art Criticism and Aesthetics - Past and Present Contexts 

Unit Two - Clay Modelling

Getting Started - Shape Clay, Explore Techniques, Experiment With Tools, Look at Clay Products, Blind Modelling, Join Clay

Developing Concepts and Techniques - Review and Development Activities, Egg-base Method, Bas-relief Method, Coil Method, Use Texture, Jointing Activities, Discussion

Crafting and Presenting - Art Criticism and Aesthetics - Past and Present Contexts 

Unit Three - Textiles

Getting Started - Explore Fabrics and Threads, Discuss Different Materials, Pull Materials Apart, Introduce Weaving, Join Fabrics, Explore the Different Properties of Fabrics

Developing Concepts and Techniques - Thread Activities, Pom Pom, Tassel, Draw Threads, Mix Different Fabrics, Make a fabric picture, Fabric Picture, Fabric and Thread Activities, Running Stitch, Cross Stitch

Crafting and Presenting - Art Criticism and Aesthetics - Past and Present Contexts 

Unit Four - Drawing

Getting Started - Observe Lines and Shapes, Make Rubbings, Experiment With Drawing Materials, Look at Different Representations

Developing Concepts and Techniques - Start With Lines and Marks, Modify Shapes and Symbols, Discussion

Crafting and Presenting - Art Criticism and Aesthetics - Past and Present Contexts 

Unit Five - Print Making

Getting Started - Collect Printing Materials, Experiment with Printing Materials, Make Rubbings, Make Patterns, Change Prints, Find the Print

Developing Concepts and Techniques - Experiences to Build on from Phase One, Print with Made Objects, Use the Process of Mono-Printing, Discussion

Crafting and Presenting - Art Criticism and Aesthetics - Past and Present Contexts

Unit Six - Construction

Getting Started - Examine Containers, Collect Construction Materials, Study Structures, Experiment with Forms, Quick Constructions, Change Constructions, Card Houses

Developing Concepts and Techniques - Perforate Paper Surfaces For Texture, Curl and Score Paper, Make Masks and Costumes, Activities With Cardboard, Build With Boxes, Build With Plastics, Discussion

Crafting and Presenting – Examples, Stick or Rod Puppets, Egg Carton Constructions

Art Criticism and Aesthetics - Past and Present Contexts

Painting

Learning Objectives

Students will:

· explore the variety of colour (shades, intensity) through matching, sorting classifying and mixing;

· identify primary colours and mix them to create secondary colours;

· make use of a variety of paints and brushes for different purposes;

· explore the methods of applying paint using implements other than brushes;

· learn how to care for paints and implements;

· produce a piece that can be shared and discussed with others;

· become familiar with language relating to painting - secondary colours (pink, grey, green, purple, orange), colour wheel, colour matching, colour mixing, palette.

Learning Experiences

Getting Started

Match Colours

Children can match colours in objects that are all around them: flowers, objects and furniture in the classroom, the clothes they wear.

· Find an object that is the same colour as your jumper

· Find other objects that are the same colour as the chairs in the room.

Sort Colours

Use beads, buttons, counters and pieces of wool or fabric and sort them according to colour.  Children can string the beads into simple graded patterns.

Picture Story Books

Browse through picture story books with the children and discuss the variety of colours used in the illustrations.  Encourage the children to name and describe the colours.

Look at Photographs

Show slides or photographs of colourful scenes and let the children discuss what they see.  Try to include photos of signs from the environment and other objects that rely on colour for their effect.

Make Colourful Collections

Examine collections of as many objects as possible of the same colour (various shades) and discuss these through questions such as:  Are the objects the same colour?  How are they the same? How are they different? Which is your favourite?

The objects can be sorted according to colour.

Experiment With Dyes

Add dyes to jars of water or to wet cartridge paper and discover the variety of colours created.

Experiment with Paint and Brushes

Discover how brushes can be used to apply paint by rolling, twisting, swirling, dabbling, spattering, dripping.

Discover how different sized brushes can be used to draw thin lines, to fill in large areas, to apply paint thickly/thinly.  

Discuss why we use different brushes and paint – thick brushes for large areas, thin brushes for detail; thick paint to make details stand out, thin paint to cover a large area.

Use Other Implements

Experiment with applying paint using a variety of implements other than brushes.  You could muse man-made tools (string, straws, pieces of cardboard, crumpled paper, sponges, rollers, ice-cream sticks) or natural tools (twigs, leaves, sticks feathers).

Developing Concepts and Techniques

Colour Mixing Activities

Using the three primary colours and white, the children discover how many colours they can mix.  Each new discovery can be recorded on a chart with the artist’s name underneath.  Make a colour wheel using the three primary colours to mix the three secondary colours.  Ask the children to identify the primary colours (red, blue, yellow). Then demonstrate the method of mixing colours, using a mixing board or palette.

Paint Application Activities

Apply paint with a brush by dabbing (stipple), rolling, twisting, stroking and so on.  Apply thick and thin paint by stippling thick paint, stroking (washing) thin paint, rolling and twisting thick paint, dribbling and dripping thin paint.  To highlight certain techniques, set specific tasks for the children.

Stipple with red paint, wash your brush and stipple with the yellow.  Try to create a new colour as the colours blend.  What is the new colour?

Paint your section of paper using a wash of blue, now stipple over in one spot using thick yellow paint.  Can you see a new colour?

Discussion

As in Phase 1. Discussion should concentrate initially on ideas (the content of the painting) and may then extend to focus on techniques.  Children need direction in order to give effective responses.  Tell the artist what’s good about the painting.  Tell the artist what’s best in the painting.

Sharing time can proceed through questions such as  What is your painting about? Tell us about this part.  I don’t quite understand this part; can you explain it to me?  Could you change any part of this painting?  Is there anything you could add?

Children may embark on another piece as a result of these discussions, which allow them to clarify and refine their ideas.  Try revising a painting by changing or adding things in a small group or as a class.  Techniques can also be highlighted through discussion.  Which brushes did you use?  What technique did you use to make this mark?  Are there any colours in your painting which are not in the palette?  Do you know the names of these new colours?  Can you remember how you made this colour?

Refer to the colour wheel to locate the new colours the children discover.

Crafting and Presenting

The children could paint:

· Using primary colours and white (children’s choice of topic)

· To illustrate their own writing as big books, charts or posters

· A mural as a small-group activity

· By applying paint with implements other than brushes – eg. by blowing with a straw, by using crumpled paper and pieces of cardboard

· Using specified techniques – eg. rolling, twisting, stippling, washing

· To enhance a model during construction activities.

Art Criticism and Aesthetics

· Identify primary and secondary colours.

· Discuss how secondary colours are made and how colours are mixed, lightened or darkened.

· Associate colours with emotions (peace, fear, anger)  Eg. Does the painting make you feel happy or sad?

· Associate colours with places or events such as green for a rainforest or brown for drought.

· Look for colours for special purposes, such as cool blue shirt, crispy white sheet, old rusty tin.  

· Look for texture for special purposes in paintings such as rough tree trunk, smooth road, fluffy clouds, warm fuzzy jumper.

· Express personal preferences and opinions about painting such as:  Do you like the painting?  Is it beautiful?  Are all paintings beautiful?  Is it a good painting?  Personal preference > artistic worth

Past and Present Contexts

Talk about illustrations in picture storybooks. Relate the techniques artists may have used to things the children have tried in their own paintings.

Talk about subjects for paintings:  Is the subject modern (happening now) or from older time?  Is it a picture of real things or imaginary?  Is the picture about the country (landscape), sea (seascape), city (urban landscape), a person (portrait)?  Does the painting have a title?  Is the artist’s name on it?  Where do artists usually sign their names?  Does the painting have people in it?  What are they wearing?  What are they doing?  When do you think the painting was done?

Find and discuss paintings in public places such as murals, paintings on public transport, scaffolding on construction sites.  Who painted them?  Why?

Clay Modelling

Learning Objectives

Students will:

· produce a piece that can be viewed and discussed by others;

· make use of the techniques of hand-building including the additive, subtractive, pinch and slab methods;

· extend their techniques of hand building to include bas-relief and egg-base;

· be aware of the coil method of hand-building;

· become familiar with a variety of joining techniques;

· learn how to care for the clay and modelling equipment;

· employ texturing techniques to enhance meaning, using a variety of materials and modelling tools;

· become familiar with language relating to clay modelling - model, modelling, tool, solid, form, join, texture, pattern, coil, hollow, slab, stamp, surface, addition, subtraction, pound, egg-base, cylinder, cone.

Learning Experiences

Getting Started

Shape Clay

Use balls of clay and discover ways of changing the shape of the clay – by rolling, pulling, twisting, pinching, joining, pounding, cutting, hollowing, scratching, flattening.

Explore Techniques

Discover which technique works best to make shapes that are: round, long, lumpy, flat, square, curled and so on.  Discuss the children’s discoveries and record them.

· I made a flat shape by pounding.

· I made a round shape by rolling.

· I made the clay lumpy by pinching and pulling.

Experiment With Tools

Use simple hand-building tools such as a knife, sticks and nails. Experiment with these to discover how they can be used: to draw on clay, to make marks in clay, to make the clay feel different, to smooth the clay out.

Look at Clay Products

Look at the various uses of clay such as in bricks and pottery.  Make a display of pottery (functional and decorative) for the children to feel, observe and discuss.

Blind Modelling

Cover a ball of clay with paper or put it in a paper bag and model it “blind”.  Remove the paper to reveal the surprise shape.  Blindfold children and ask them to make the clay lumpy, dented, smooth, rough, textured.

Join Clay

Experiment with the various methods of joining clay – by smoothly scraping surfaces, by adding a little water, by pressing pieces together and smoothing over the joins with the fingers.

Developing Concepts and Techniques

Review and Development Activities

Revise the additive, subtractive, pinch and slab methods of construction.

Egg-base Method

Make two pinched pots of even size.  Join them to create a hollow egg-shape. 

Bas-relief Method

Start with a slab of clay.  Then add or subtract shapes and pieces of clay. 

Coil Method

Roll out coils of clay using the palms of the hands.  (Stress that the coils should be even.)  Use the coils for building.

Use Texture

Texture can be created with:  a variety of found objects (stones, seeds, bark, twigs, leaves), a variety of man-made objects (nails, wire, buttons, modelling tools).  Press clay into surfaces such as bark, rocks and brick walls to reveal texture.

Jointing Activities

Show the children a variety of joining techniques to use in their pieces – eg. the socket join where you build a new form by making holes in a piece of clay and placing shapes into these holes.  Use matches or pieces of wire to joining clay.  The various texture and joining techniques can be used by children to enhance their pieces.

Discussion

As in phase one, encourage the children to discuss their efforts with each other.  As always, questions should focus initially on the content, and then on the techniques.  What is your piece about?  Tell me about this part.  Does your piece have a name?  What method did you use?  Could you add to the piece in any way?  Would you like to change something?

Discussion of the techniques and effects may proceed as follows:  How did you join this piece to that?

What did you use to make these marks?  How does this improve your piece?  Do you think this join will last?  How does the object feel and look now that you have added texture?  What did you add this piece/these marks?

Crafting and Presenting
The children could use clay:

· To make tiles or jewellery using the bas-relief method

· To make bells by using a pinched pot joined to a coil of clay.  Decorate with texture tools (natural and man-made).  Bisque fire and finish off using show polish, wood stains, diluted oil paints, acrylic paint or water paints and varnish.

Art Criticism and Aesthetics
· Find and identify objects made form clay such as bowls, bricks, pots, sculpture.

· Discuss how pottery and sculpture is decorated (glazed, textured).

· Look for texture for specific purposes in pottery or sculpture such as hair on a person’s head, coils on a bowl.

· Talk about the three-dimensional elements of the objects children make, such as adding detail to the front, sides and back of objects, making objects that stand or can lie down.

Past and Present Contexts

Talk about craftspeople who work with clay.  

· Do you know anyone who makes pots from clay?

· How do they make them?

· Do they have a pottery wheel or a kiln?

· Have you seen people “throw” pots on a wheel?

· Have you seen (do you know) anyone who makes sculptures from clay?

· What do they make

· Have you seen a statue in a garden or park that could have been made from clay?

Examine pottery or sculpture (or pictures of same) and speculate on methods of modelling or joining techniques.  Encourage children to relate these to things they have tried in their own pottery and sculpture.

Textiles

Learning Objectives

Students may:

· match and sort fabrics and threads according to colour, texture, length, size, shape;

· examine how fabrics and threads are constructed;

· be introduced to the idea of weaving;

· learn the joining methods of gluing, tying, pinning and sewing;

· change and modify threads and fabrics by knotting, fringing, fraying and pulling threads;

· learn simple methods of stitching (running stitch, cross stitch);

· become familiar with language relating to textiles - match sort, sew, bond, staple, stitch, unravel, hessian, pom pom, tassel, loop, twist, under, over, woven, running stitch, cross stitch, plaiting, fold, gather, beads, buttons, sequins.

Learning Experiences

Getting Started

Explore Fabrics and Threads

Examine collections of fabrics and threads.  Through various tactile and visual experiences, the children can sort and classify the materials according to colour, pattern, shape, texture and so on.  Discuss aspects such as:  How do fabrics/threads look and feel?  What are their similarities and differences?  How do textures contrast with one another (rough-smooth, shiny-dully)?  How are patterns similar to one another?  How do patterns differ (regular-irregular, bright-dull, large-small)?

Discuss Different Materials

Encourage the children to bring along samples of fabrics and threads.  Then try to categorize them according to the materials type (cotton, woollen, synthetic).  Discuss the origins and uses of fibres.  For example, you could observe silkworms spinning a cocoon.

Pull Materials Apart

Unravel pieces of fabric and thread to see how they are made.  Materials such as onion sacking, hessian, knitted and crocheted pieces, rope and cord may be pulled apart and examined.

Introduce Weaving

Weave with paper strips to demonstrate the idea of making fabrics.  Thread materials through chicken wire, onion sacking, a peg board or a wire fence stressing the over/under technique or movement.

Join Fabrics

Explore and discuss the different methods of joining fabrics and threads such as pinning, sewing, stapling, darning, bonding, gluing, tying.  Look at pieces of clothing to examine the ways pieces of fabric are joined, or objects (buttons, studs) are joined to fabric.  Look at the stitches used, the types of threads and so on.

Explore the Different Properties of Fabrics

Examine the effects of colour applied to fabrics by painting with food dye or thin paint.  Test for colour fastness by using a bleach.  Look at the washability of clothing.  Why is some clothing marked “handwash” or “dry clean only”.  Examine the effects of burning and refer to the safety warning on nightwear.

Developing Concepts and Techniques

Thread Activities

Provide the children with quick problem-solving exercises.

· Change a thread by knotting.  

· Change a thread by cutting and fraying. 

· Add to a thread by combining it with other threads by twisting or plaiting.

· Add to a thread by decorating it with beads, buttons, sequins and other collected items.  

· Knot pieces of thread together to make a pattern.

· Dip pieces of thread in glue and apply them to paper or cardboard or to three-dimensional forms such as bottles, clay pieces and polystyrene.

Show the children the methods of making pom poms and tassels.

Pom Pom

Cut two cardboard circles of equal size.  Cut identical holes in the circles and place them together.  Wrap some thread through the centre hole and around both pieces of cardboard many times.  Cut the thread along the outside edge.  Tie a long piece of thread between the two pieces of cardboard.  Remove the cardboard and tie securely.

Tassel

Cut a small square of cardboard and run a piece of thread or cord along the top edge.  Wrap some thread around the centre of the cardboard about twelve times.  Cut the threads along the bottom edge of the cardboard.  Tie a cord tightly a short space from the top to form the tassel.

Draw Threads

Create texture by pulling threads.  To do this, pull the threads horizontally or vertically (pull several, about ten, next to each other).  This will leave open window spaces; these can be pinched and tied off in clusters, glued open, or simply left as designs. 

· Remove threads from the edge (fringing).

· Remove threads to make lines across the fabric. 

· Remove threads to make thick and thin lines.

· Remove threads to make a cross.

Mix Different Fabrics

Experiment with the placement of cloth considering colours, patterns, textures and shapes.  Proceed through questions such as:

Which colours look the best close together?

Do patterned fabrics need to be next to plain fabrics?

How can the shapes be arranged in the piece?

How can the texture of the fabrics be varied?

Make a fabric picture

Give the children time to sketch ideas on paper first, and to sketch the design patterns on fabric, before cutting out the final designs.  The pieces need to be removed, replaced and changed before moving to a final product using the following method.

Fabric Picture

Glue down a slightly larger backing cloth on to cardboard.  All the cloth to extend over the edges of the cardboard.  Fold the fabric under and glue.  Cut, glue and press down each piece on to the backing.  Add yards and beads for decoration. Draw on details with permanent felt-tip pens.  Cover the entire cloth with waxed paper.  Press the picture with a heavy object such as a book until it is dry.

Fabric and Thread Activities

Spend time experimenting with different stitches and encourage the children to invent their own stitches.  They can practise on plastic mesh or hessian using thick thread and a blanket needle.  When there are no preconceived plans or established goals, the children will enjoy the experience more.  Encourage the children to add to or to change their pieces through discussion questions.  How did you make that stitch?  Can you make another to join to it?  Can you make a pattern of stitches?  Can you join fabrics by stitching?  Can you add an object such as a button or a bead by stitching?  Can you make a stitch on top of another stitch?

Running Stitch

This is a common stitch used for hemming or tacking a piece of cloth.  To make a stitch pass the needle through the cloth under and out a short distance along.  You can take several stitches on the needle at once and pull the needle through the cloth.  Stitches can be made along a straight or a curved line and should be even.

Cross Stitch

Make a series of diagonal stitches by passing the needle through, under and out of the cloth.  Work back across these stitches with the opposite diagonal stitch to make crosses.

Crafting and Presenting

The children could use fabrics and threads:

· To make a picture.

· To make a patchwork picture.  Cut scraps of cloth into geometric shapes.  Be sure to cut them so they fit together like a puzzle.

· To make a “touch” picture in which various materials such as cloth, string and wool are stuck on to a surface.

· To make a mural.  Leave a large piece of hessian or linen out for children to add stitches, pieces of found materials, collected objects and so on.  The giant mural is also a record of the children’s discoveries.  Others can use the ideas expressed in the mural for their own pieces.

· To illustrate techniques – eg. by making pom pom toys and wool dollies.

· To decorate models (masks, puppets), book covers and cards.

Art Criticism and Aesthetics

· Discuss types of fabrics such as woollen, cotton, synthetic and their qualities – washable, durable, comfortable.

· Find and identify items made from fabrics – sails, clothes, sheets, blankets, drapes, threads such as fishing net. 

· Discuss colour, pattern and texture in woven pieces – textured weaving.

· Talk about methods of construction/creation such as joining – gluing, tying, sewing.

· Organise a fashion parade and ask the children to describe or tell stories about their costumes.  One child may present a commentary and others could provide a critique.

Past and Present Contexts

· Talk about craftspeople who work with fabrics and threads – tapestry, wall hangings, macramé.

· Examine functional and decorative textile items (or pictures f them) and speculate on how they were constructed/created/made.

· View illustrations in picture books which use fabrics or collage.  Encourage them to use similar techniques to illustrate their own writing.

· Discuss functional uses of textiles and the changes made over time such as quilts (doona) and curtains (vertical blinds).

Drawing

Learning Objectives

Students may:

· explore the techniques of creating line, shape, marks and colour through a variety of drawing materials;

· draw and modify shapes and symbols in their pictures;

· use drawings to express their ideas and feelings and record experiences and observations;

· produce a drawing that can be shared and discussed with others.

· revise and refine a drawing to illustrate ideas to others;

· become familiar with language relating to drawing twirl, twist, drag, roll, swirl, stamp, pull, flick, pattern, symbol, rubbings detail, decorate, dark, light, shade, overlapping, sign.

Learning Experiences

Getting Started

Observe Lines and Shapes

Examine collections of objects or photographs of objects to observe lines, marks and shapes.  

· Rounded shapes:  shells, balls, pine cones, pebbles.

· Rectangular shapes:  windows, doors, buildings boxes.

· Triangular shapes:  trees, roofs.

· Irregular shapes:  clouds, figures, cars.

· Scale patterns:  on fish, reptiles.

· Straight lines:  telephone wires, lines on tennis courts.

· Marks that make patterns: brickwork, wire netting.

Observe lines, marks and shapes in the immediate environment.  Classify and record these:  curved shapes in the school yard, straight lines in our street, marks we saw on the ground on our walk, patterns in our school yard, signs around us.

Make Rubbings

Make rubbings of various natural and man-made objects to discover line, shape and texture (bricks, grass, leaves, coins, buttons, cement, gravel, torn or cut-out pieces of card, sand, lace, hessian, loops of string.  Record these for future reference as some may be useful as starters for drawings or to add detail in a drawing.

Experiment With Drawing Materials

Experiment with a variety of drawing materials (pencil, pastel, charcoal, crayon, texta) to make marks, lines and shapes.  Discuss the different effects produced by using the end, the side, the tip, the corner of a drawing implement.  Fully explore the use of each material – by twirling, twisting, dragging, rolling, swirling, stamping, pulling, flicking.

Look at Different Representations

Observe the many ways objects are represented in drawings by classroom artists.  Record these.

Developing Concepts and Techniques

Start With Lines and Marks

Encourage the children to refer to the charts of marks, lines and shapes made with the various materials and to use these in their pictures.  A mark, for example, may be selected to provide a starter for a piece.  Other marks, shapes or lines may be used to add details or special features to a picture.  Discuss the use of marks, lines and shapes before, during and after making pictures.  What do these marks look like?  How could you describe them?  Where have you seen a mark like this?  What could they be used for?  Does this line look like something to you?  Could you use it in a picture?  How did you make that shape?  What part of the pencil did you use to make this mark?

Modify Shapes and Symbols

Encourage the children to add to or change a shape or symbol, initially by directed activities.

· Make a circle.

· Make as many different circles as you can.

· Change the circles by adding lines or marks.

· Draw a line.

· Draw it again and make it hop, skip and jump.

· Make it jump up and fall down.

· Can you make it look as if it moves?

Discussion

Discussion of the children’s drawing or pictures will lead to revision and refinement.  Sharing time during the process may proceed through questions such as:  What is your picture about?  What is this part?  Can you explain this bit to me?  Can you tell me more about this part?  Is there anything you could add in this picture?  Are there any marks that would add detail to this part?  Is there anything you could change?

An overhead projector is a useful aid when revising or refining drawings together in a small group or as a class.

Crafting and Presenting
The children could draw:

· Using a variety of drawing implements such as crayons, pencils, pastels, charcoal and felt-tipped pens.

· Using marks, line and shapes to revise and refine a drawing.

· To decorate models.

· To illustrate personal writing

· To illustrate a story sequence.

· As an aid to research.

· Simple maps or plans.

Art Criticism and Aesthetics

· Look for line in the environment (natural and constructed) – scribbly gums, branches and twigs, grass and reeds, shells, bridges, power lines, lines on the road, lines on buildings.

· Discuss the differences between drawing for designs and plans and drawing to illustrate a favourite place, event, people or feelings.

· Discuss the use of different drawing materials for different purposes such as coloured textas for special events, places of people, pen or pencil to illustrate a model plan or Lego model.

· Recognise the differences in techniques – pen and ink, charcoal, crayon, pastel.

· Discuss tonal qualities of shading in drawings, including their own – smudging, shading to suggest shadows, beginnings of three dimensional form.

Past and Present Contexts

· Recognise and talk about the differences between photographs and drawings.

· Identify and discuss the content/subject details of drawings from the past and present – details of dress, buildings, mode of transport, activities or events.

· Talk about the drawing materials used by people form other cultures such as sand tracings, batik drawing, body painting/drawing.

Print Making

Learning Objectives

Students may:

· print with a variety of natural and human made objects;

· make their own objects to use in printing;

· add to or change a print as they modify and refine their idea;

· use a variety of pattern making techniques;

· learn the techniques of mono-printing;

· share and discuss their efforts with others;

· become familiar with language relating to print making - natural, human made, reproduce, repeating, roller, arrange, design, pattern, variety, shapes, position, mono-printing, overlap, focus, image.

Learning Experiences

Getting Started

Collect Printing Materials

Collect materials that may be suitable for stamped or rolled prints.  Go for a walk along a creek, in a park or in the school ground to collect objects.  Discuss the basis of selection – eg. shape, texture, line and the likely effects the objects will produce.  Which object(s) has an interesting shape?  Feel the surfaces of the objects.  Which do you think will produce the best print?

Experiment with Printing Materials

Experiment with a variety of natural and human made objects to print with (stamped prints).  Discuss the different effects produced by using the end, the side, the tip, the front, the back of the objects.  Explore the use of the objects and record the effects in books, on posters and charts.  These records can be used for future reference in picture making sessions.

Make Rubbings

Examine collections of objects, fell the texture and discuss the shapes, lines and marks on the surfaces.  Make rubbings of various objects.  Cut and paste these on to charts for reference during other sessions.

Make Patterns

Incorporate a variety of pattern-making activities as quick, problem-solving experiences.  They may include:  repeating a print at regular or varied intervals, changing the size of a print and repeating it, repeating a print in a band around something, repeating print in an overall pattern, changing the colour of a print while repeating it, making a pattern using one colour and two shapes, making a pattern using one shape and two colours, making a finger painting and taking a print from it, printing a dominant figure with subordinate figures around it, overlapping one print with another using a different colour.

Change Prints

Encourage the children to add to or change a print. Make a single print.  Then change it by:  drawing or painting, printing over, adding other prints to it, adding a print with another colour, overlapping with a series of prints.  Group or class sessions will give the children ideas for revising and refining their own prints.

Find the Print

Hide a print amongst other prints by using a different object.

Developing Concepts and Techniques

Experiences to Build on from Phase One

Encourage the children to refer to the charts of prints made by stamping, rolling or rubbing.  They can use ideas from these charts in their pictures.  A print may be selected to provide a starter for a picture or painting or, alternatively, prints may be used to add detail to a picture or painting.  A print can also be used as the focal point of a picture.  Discuss the many ways a single object can be used to make prints.  Encourage young artists to take chances with the methods of printing.  Provide them with scrap paper to “try” a print before committing it to the picture.  Make certain these “tries” are valued and discussed or kept for future reference.

Print with Made Objects

Allow children to make their own objects to print with.  These can be created by:

· Cutting shapes from vegetables

· Building up the surface of cardboard by gluing fabric, string, matches or found objects to the surface

· Gluing string, fabrics, paper, rubber bands, feathers, leaves, ribbon to the outside surface of a tin or bottle.  Roll this into paint and then on to paper to make a continuous print.

Use the Process of Mono-Printing

This involves rolling out paint on to the work surface and taking a direct print by pressing paper down on to the surface after it has been worked.  The surface can be worked in a variety of ways – eg. by drawing, be laying things on to it.  Mono-printing is a spontaneous and exciting process that gives an instant, direct and unexpected print.

Variations to the process include:

· Drawing on the back of the paper with a pen, stick, pencil or fingernail

· Pressing found objects – buttons, wood scraps, cardboard, plastic shapes – into the back of the paper.  Peel the paper off carefully.

· Tearing or cutting paper shapes, and placing them on the painted surface.  Place the paper carefully on top and draw or press on to the back of the sheet.

· Mixing a variety of colours on to the flat surface to produce a multi-coloured mono-print

· Carefully placing string, ribbon, thread, open-weave fabrics or leaves on to the painted surface, placing the paper on top, and then drawing on the paper.

Discussion

Discussion of the children’s pictures created using prints will lead to revision and refinement.  Sharing time may proceed through questions such as

What is your picture about? What is this part? Can you tell me more about this part?  Is there any part you would like to change?  How can you change it (by printing over the top, by adding another print)?  Be careful not to insist on change.  Children need to learn to know when not to revise or change.  Would you like to add anything?  Can anyone suggest where something could be added?  Is there any part that could be used in another picture?  What would you like to do with your print now (display it, use it as the cover of a book, write a story about it)?

Crafting and Presenting
The children could print:

Using a variety of found objects (natural and human-made)

Using made objects to create a picture (rolled, stamped, rubbed, mono-printed)

To make posters and cards

To create patterns for book covers, wrapping paper, cards

A group mural using all the print-making methods tried.

Art Criticism and Aesthetics

· Continue demonstration and discussion of mirror image.

· Talk about texture as something you can feel or see.

· Use rubbings to discuss textures.  What do the rubbings record about the surface of the object?  Was the bark of the tree rough or smooth?  Was the surface of the wall smooth or did it have lumps and bumps?  How are the rubbings of metal objects (coins, car badges) different to found/natural objects?

· Discuss prints that appear flat and those that are textured – a leaf print on a household tile compared with the rubbing of a leaf.

Past and Present Contexts

· Find and discuss print illustrations in picture books. Encourage them to relate the techniques artists may have used to things they have tried in their own pictures.

· Compare old photographs and recent ones – the colours (black and white or sepia and coloured), the subjects, the composition and style (formal or informal).

· Discuss the purposes for print-making – prints that picture a scene, prints for decoration or function (clothing, placemats).

· Talk about limited edition prints. What is a limited edition print?  Why do artists make limited edition prints?

· Discuss prints that are paintings – in their homes, in art books, in community buildings.

Construction

Learning Objectives

Students may:

· explore and discover the potential of a variety of papers, cardboards and plastics as construction materials;

· use a variety of construction techniques to make basic forms for models and structures;

· construct environmental spaces using collected materials;

· create texture by techniques such as perforating or attaching pieces to the surface of a structure;

· extend their techniques to include a variety of joining methods;

· evaluate and modify a structure as it is developed;

· become familiar with language relating to construction - cardboard, cover paper, tissue, cellophane, structure, sculpture, sculptor, top, seal, sphere, cone, cylinder, strip, prism, curling, scoring, mobile, costume, prop, slit, slot, punch, clip.

Learning Experiences

Getting Started

Examine Containers

Examine collections of containers made of paper, cardboard, plastic and polystyrene.  Observe how they are made, the materials used for joining, their function and use.

Collect Construction Materials

Encourage the children to collect materials from home that can be used for construction.  Collect different types of paper, card, boxes and plastic containers.  Increase children’s awareness of personal spaces (home, school, playground, classroom, my room) by discussing size,  arrangement of furniture, amount of unused space, size of articles in the space and so on.  Use the collected materials to create environmental spaces in the classroom.

Study Structures

Ask the children to cut pictures from magazines or newspapers of various structures and display them in the classroom or paste them in a class book.  Observe the many ways the same object is structured.  Captions can be written to accompany the pictures: a book of bridges, buildings around the world, statues and sculptures.

Experiment with Forms

Experiment with several basic forms which can be made with paper and cardboard: circles, spheres, cones, cylinders, irregular shapes, rectangles, squares, strips, prisms.

Quick Constructions

Incorporate a variety of construction activities as quick problem-solving experiences: folding cardboard to stand upright, making a bridge without using tape or glue to join, making a tall tower with boxes, making a wide model.

Change Constructions

Encourage children to change a construction – by adding another piece, taking away, moving sections.

Card Houses

Make temporary structures using playing cards.

Developing Concepts and Techniques

Perforate Paper Surfaces For Texture

Flat sheets of paper can be cut at repeated intervals to create a textured surface.  After the flat sheet has been perforated with a pleasing design pattern, it can be rolled into a cone or folded to create a three-dimensional structure.

Curl and Score Paper

Paper cut into strips can be curled by wrapping it around a pencil or cylinder.  Light paper can be scored by pressing and dragging open scissors along the strip.  Paper can also be scored by placing a ruler along its surface and then lightly cutting into it with the point of the scissors.  The crease or fold can then be done with ease.

Make Masks and Costumes

Simple masks can be made by perforating, rolling, fringing and curling sheets of paper.  Simple costumes can be made by using butcher’s paper or large paper bags as a foundation.  They can be decorated by pasting on pieces of brightly coloured cloth, paper or wool.  Fringed paper or paper strips, shapes and other cut or folded forms can also be added.

Activities With Cardboard

Using cones, cylinders, egg cartons, corrugated cardboard, make temporary constructions, then change and modify them.  Make different shapes by cutting cones, cylinders r egg cartons in two, three or four pieces and joining them in different ways.  Make a structure using corrugated cardboard.  Use match sticks poked into the corrugations and tapes to join the strips.  For instance, you could make a bridge or boat pier from corrugated cardboard.  Design the supports so that the construction can carry weight.

Build With Boxes

Use a variety of boxes to make a model which can be taken apart.  Change and modify the model.  Combine a variety of small boxes with masking tape or cellotape to construct a model.  Combine boxes with threads or string or paper clips.  Join boxes using glue to make a model and decorate the outside with coloured paper.

Build With Plastics

Use plastic bottles and containers to make temporary constructions.  Cut plastic containers with scissors and join with masking tape to make models.  String plastic lids together to make a mobile and decorate.

Discussion

Discussion of the children’s constructed pieces will lead to revision and refinement.  Sharing time during the process may proceed through questions such as:  What is your piece abut?  Does your model have a name?  Show us your model from different angles.  Can you tell us more about this part?  Could you add anything to the piece?  Is there any part you would like to change?  Is there a part you could use in another piece?  Did you use a technique you could use in another piece?

Crafting and Presenting

Examples

The children could construct:

· Masks, costumes and props as part of a play or story

· Models using paper, cardboard and plastics

· Models to illustrate ideas across curriculum areas

· Using a specified joining techniques – eg. gluing, taping, stringing together

· Mobiles from lightweight objects

· Musical instruments such as cymbals, drums, bells and chimes, shakers and rattles, rhythm sticks

· Environmental spaces relating to a classroom theme or subject area – eg. “Our Neighbourhood”, “Our School”.  Construct cities from books and stories – eg. the Land of Oz.  Construct fairy tale castles with kings and queens.

Stick or Rod Puppets

A rod puppet is extended on a stick and worked from below.  Heads for stick puppets can be made from a variety of scrap materials such as paper cups and plates, small boxes, old tennis balls, polystyrene, corn husks, food containers and cans.

Egg Carton Constructions

Make caterpillars or alligators

Art Criticism and Aesthetics

· Discuss details in construction – bridges (single, suspension, span, arch – Sydney Harbour).

· Look for and discuss different purposes for three-dimensional constructions – functional (bridge); decorative (sculpture, frieze, stained glass window, cast iron lace).

· Discuss the properties of construction materials (cardboard, metal, wood, concrete, plaster0 and the reason for their use in art works and construction in the environment.  Why is one bridge made from wood, another steel or reinforced concrete?

· Talk about inventions for joining materials – successes and failures with reasons.  Did it stand?  Could you see it from all sides?  Will the join last or is it temporary?

· Discuss problem-solving activities before and after construction activities – inventing a join that supports weight, making a construction that spans a space.

Past and Present Contexts

· Identify and discuss the different materials used to sculpt – stone, wood, metal, glass, plaster, plastic.  Look at their development and use through history.  Why did early sculptors use stone or wood not metal?  Now steel is used instead of bronze or brass

· Research the significance of sculptures, art works and symbolic objects from different cultures – Puchameni poles, burial posts, totem poles, masks and shields. 

· Discuss the differences between older sculpture and modern forms – the subjects (Greek Gods/prominent people), the styles (realistic/abstract), whether formal/informal and the materials (stone/bronze).
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