Blessing

Blessed are we as a family

as we share our time together.

Blessed are we

as each person meets the demands of the day.

Blessed are we 

as each of us contributes to the identity of our family.

Blessed are we 

as we take joy in the events that we share.

Blessed are we 

as we support each other through the difficult times that come our way.

Blessed are we 

when against all odds our family shines through with the love we have for each member and the love we share with others.
  ----------------------  

‘ The family – that dear octopus from whose tentacles we never quite escape. ‘

Dodie Smith



Each family has a story. A connection to:

· a place

· a time

· challenges

· changes

We begin our prayer with a quiet reflection.  Think of your family.  Name each member. Reflect on each member’s individuality. Visualize your home/s, past and present. Remember a celebration. Remind yourself of a future challenge.

  ----------------------  

‘ If we stand tall it is because we stand on the shoulders of many ancestors. ‘

Yoruba proverb


Word
A reading that reminds us of the ever present love of our families and of God.

(Paraphrased from Luke 15)

‘So he set out for his father’s house,’ Jesus continued.  ‘But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and his heart went out to him.  He ran to meet him, put his arms round him, and kissed him.  The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against God and against you.  I don’t deserve to be called your son any more.”  But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Fetch a robe, my best one, and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet.  Bring the fatted calf and kill it, and we will have a feast and a celebration. For this son of mine was dead and has come back to life.  I thought I had lost him, and he’s found!’  And so the festivities began.’

  ----------------------  

‘ She took to telling the truth; she said she was forty-two and five months.  It may have been pleasing to the angels, but her elder sister was not gratified. ‘’

Saki


Response
1. Once upon a time our family began.

All: God you know our story.

2. Once upon a time our family settled in a certain place, in a certain time in history.

All: God, you know all about us.

3. Once upon a time our family took its place in world history.

All: God, you know when we move and when we stay still.

4. Once upon a time we began with a family name and characteristics.

All: God, you know us by name.

5. Once upon a time our history was formed and continues to be formed for future generations.

All: God you watch over us from generation to generation.

God of all generations,

Stay with our family today

and always.

Amen
Sharing

Choose a television family that reminds you of your family in some way.  Round the circle sharing.  (Needs some ideas?  The Huxtables, the Sullivans, the Cunninghams, the Ingalls, the Keatons, Kath & Kim, the Simpsons, the Waltons, the Brady Bunch, the Adams )

  ----------------------  

 ‘ But what on earth is half so dear – so longed for – as the hearth of home? ‘

Emily Bronte

