Inquiry Unit Planner

‘Law and Order’


	VELS Level:
	4
	Year Levels:
	5/6
	Term:
	Three
	Year:
	2008
	Duration:
	10 weeks


	Big Idea and Throughline

	Community – Each of us are members of communities.  Communities are formed by shared values, democratic decision making, mutual support and celebration, recognizing and upholding individual and group rights and responsibilities, and the contributions of everyone working collectively for the good of all.


	Understandings and Focus Questions

	· What’s a rule?

· What makes a rule fair/unfair?

· What’s a right?

· What are the ‘rights of a child’?

· How are rights related to responsibilities?

· What’s a law?

· What's the difference between a rule and a law?
	· Why do we have laws?

· What would happen if we didn't have laws?

· How are laws made in Australia?

· What's the process that we go through to make a law in Australia?

· How are laws enforced?

· How are laws changed/improved?
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	VELS Standards

	Discipline-based Learning

Humanities 

Historical Knowledge and Understanding

At Level 4, students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of significant events in Australian history.  Students demonstrate an understanding of key aspects of an Asian country or countries within the Australian region.  They explain significant events and people in the history of that country or countries.  They sequence events and describe their significance in bringing about particular developments.

Historical Reasoning and Interpretation

At Level 4, students use a range of primary and secondary sources to investigate the past.  

English Domain

Reading

At Level Four students read, interpret and respond to a wide range of literary, everyday and media texts in print and in multimodal formats.  They analyze these texts and support interpretations with evidence drawn from the text.  They describe how texts are constructed for particular purpose, and identify how sociocultural values, attitudes and beliefs are presented in texts.  They use strategies such as reading on, using contextual cues, and drawing on knowledge of text organization when interpreting texts containing unfamiliar ideas and information.
Writing
At Level Four students produce, in print and electronic forms, a variety of texts for different purposes using structures and features of language appropriate to the purpose, audience and context of the writing.  They employ a variety of strategies for writing, including note-making, using models, planning, editing and proofreading.

Speaking and Listening

At Level Four students plan, rehearse and make presentations for different purposes.  They sustain a point of view and provide succinct accounts of personal experiences or events.  They adjust their speaking to take account of context, purpose and audience, and vary tone, volume and pace of speech to create or emphasise meaning.  When listening to spoken texts, they identify the main idea and supporting details and summarise them for others.  They identify opinions offered by others, propose other relevant viewpoints and extend ideas in a constructive manner.

Physical, Personal and Social Learning Strand

Interpersonal Development Domain 

Working in Teams

At Level Four students work effectively in different teams and take on a variety of roles to complete tasks of varying length and complexity.  They work co-operatively to allocate tasks and develop timelines.  Students accept responsibility for their role and tasks.  
Personal Learning Domain 

The Individual Learner

At Level Four students monitor and describe progress in their learning and demonstrate learning habits that address their individual needs.  They seek and respond to teacher feedback to develop their content knowledge and understanding.  Students actively develop, monitor and refine protocols that create a positive learning environment in the classroom. 

Managing Personal Learning

At Level 4, students develop and implement plans to complete short-term and long-term tasks within timeframes set by the teacher, utilizing appropriate resources.  They undertake some set tasks independently, identifying stages for completion.
Civics and Citizenship Domain

Community Engagement

At Level 4, students demonstrate understanding of the roles and responsibilities of leaders, and of democratic processes.  They present a point of view on a significant current issue or issues and include recommendations about the actions that individuals and governments can take to resolve issues.
Interdisciplinary Learning Strand

Communication Domain

Listening, Viewing and Responding

At Level Four students ask clarifying questions about ideas and information they listen to and view.  They develop interpretations of the content and provide reasons for them.  They explain why peers may develop alternative interpretations.  They describe the purpose of a range of communication strategies, including non-verbal strategies, and evaluate their effectiveness for different audiences.

Presenting

At Level Four students summarize and organize ideas and information, logically and clearly in a range of presentations.  They identify the features of an effective presentation and adapt elements of their own presentations to reflect them.  Using provided criteria, they evaluate the effectiveness of their own and others’ presentations.


	Information and Communications Technology Domain

ICT for Communicating
At Level Four students use email, websites and frequently asked question facilities to acquire from, or share information with, peers and know and unknown experts.  They successfully upload their work to a protected public online space. Using recommended search engines, students refine their searches to locate information quickly.  They evaluate the integrity of the located information based on its accuracy and the reliability of the web host.
Thinking Processes Domain

Reasoning, Processing and Inquiry
At Level Four students develop their own questions for investigation, collect relevant information from a range of sources and make judgments about its worth.  They distinguish between fact and opinion.  They use the information they collect to develop concepts, solve problems or inform decision making.  They develop reasoned arguments using supporting evidence.

Reflection, Evaluation and Metacognition
At Level Four students use a broad range of thinking processes and tools, and reflect on evaluate their effectiveness.  They articulate their thinking processes.  They document changes in their ideas and beliefs over time.


	Related Religious Education Unit

	‘Mission Possible’


	IMMERSION
	Tuning In

What activities might stimulate the students’ interests and emotions in exploring the targeted understandings? What might motivate and challenge students?
	Learning Experiences 

 including ICT Opportunities, Strategies and Resources

	
	· 
	· Song: ‘Botany Bay’.  Using music and lyrics (on myclasses) children investigate origins of this song and how it relates to our topic.
· Introduction of ‘the game’.  Children don’t get to know what the rules are but must play anyway, going out when they break a rule.  Discuss what this has meant.  Play again with mystery (and unfair) rules.  Discuss.  Define the terms ‘equality’, ‘fairness’, ‘participation’.

· Word find on democracy – sort words by our knowledge of their meanings and build a list of words we need to define

	GATHERING
	Preparing to Find Out

What do the students already know about this topic? What questions do they have in relation to the topic?


	· What are your rights?
· What is democracy?

· How is a law made?

· Generating rules and laws divided into categories – family, sport, classroom, school, pool, road, pedestrian, copyright, internet, public transport, shopping, cinema


	GATHERING
	Finding Out

What experiences can we provide to assist students to gather new information about the topic? What activities will assist students to achieve the intended outcomes?
	PROCESSING
	Sorting Out

What activities will help students to process and represent this new information?



	
	· Snippets of life in the past before democratic times.
· How Australia became  a democracy

· How is a law made?
	
	· Making flow charts to show the process of making a law


	PROCESSING
	Reflecting and Evaluating

What are the feelings, values and attitudes associated with student learning so far? What thinking tools can we use to extend students thinking in relation to their learning so far?


	Learning Experiences including ICT Opportunities,

 Strategies and Resources

	
	
	Using cartoon pictures (DD p32, edited) students make a concept map and write statements to connect cartoons with their prior knowledge

Present focus questions to class for children to write up.  

Explanation of homework task for term:

Explanation of classroom leaders election procedures for next week

“Take a vote activity”using myclasses

Classroom leaders candidates election.

Voting after candidates have opportunity to speak to class

Making a comparison between democracy and autocracy based systems of government.  

1. Using ‘Pass the Hat’ activity where students take on roles of those in a feudal system.  Taxes are paid to the king and what is left can go to food. 

2. Using Democracy activity where students vote for chosen approach to food sharing.

Discuss difference between two approaches and relate to systems of government that Australia has experienced.  

T chart with the system of government as we know it today

Where Democracy has come from?  Description of Democracy in Ancient Athens, using Handout 6 & 7 from Discovering Democracy (Middle)

T-chart comparison between Athens Democracy and Democracy today in Australia using Handout 17 from Discovering Democracy (Upper)

Whole class watches video ‘What is Parliament’

If time, use Kidsview ‘Representation’ activities  http://www.peo.gov.au/kidsview/menu.html
Levels of government - use posters

Using 3 circles to layout the responsibilities of each level of government

How a law is made

How laws are enforced

Explanation of Citizenship biographies.

Negotiate rubric

	COMMUINICATING
	Going Further

What are the things that students are still wondering about? What activities will extend understanding of the topic? 
	· 

	
	Taking Action

How can students make links with their learning to the real world ( home, school, community, wider community)
	· 
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