	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Summary

Write a summary that describes the main events that occurred in your book.  Your paragraph should be made up on ONE or TWO descriptive sentences that outline the characters and the main events that occurred followed by TWO or THREE sentences that describe the specific details of the story.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Question and Answer

Write a few tricky questions about specific events that happened n the story you have just read.  Be sure to write the answer to each question.  Try out your questions on other students who have read the same book.




	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Main Ideas Chain

Collect a piece of round paper for each section or chapter of the book and on each piece do the following:

Write the name of the title of your book.

When you have finished reading each chapter, write under the title FIFTEEN words that are important to the story you are reading.  These words should sum up the main ideas and events in the story.

Staple each piece of paper to your chain and watch it grow as you read your book.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Character Profile

Choose a character from you book.  Be sure to include other information about your character such as name, age, description, facts, likes and dislikes, and so on.  Draw a portrait of your character in the middle of a page in your work book and write your information around the character. 


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Title Inventor

Come up with alternative suggestions for the name for each section of your book.  Each title should reflect the main ideas in the book.  While each title should make people want to read on, it should not give too much away about what happens.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Journalist

Write a newspaper article about an important event that happened in your book.  In your article, be sure to include the following information:

Who?

Name and describe the characters.

What?
Describe what happened.

Where?
Describe where the event happened.

Why?

Describe why you think the event happened.

When?
Describe when the event took place (day and time).

How?

Describe how the event began and ended.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Label Your Characters

Most fictional stories contain villains and heroes.  Identify ONE ‘villain’ and ONE ‘hero’ in your book.  Write a few sentences describing why each character you chose from your story has been labelled a hero or a villain.  Give examples from the book to back up your labels.

Villain – a villain is a wicked or evil person, someone who deliberately does evil.

Hero – A hero is a person well known for amazing courage, strength and goodness.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Put Yourself in Their Shoes

Choose a character from your book and plan a whole day full of appropriate activities from this character: Think about this character’s likes and dislikes, where the character lives, other people the character knows, etc.

Create a short story describing a day in the life of this character.  You might like to write your story from the character’s point of view.  You will need to write about what this character did throughout the day, from the time of getting up to the time of going to bed.




	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Readers’ Theatre

Within your reading group, choose a small section from your book and act it out.  You will need to allocate roles to each member in your group.  You will need a narrator to read all of the descriptive passages and an actor for each character in your book.  Each character will read and act out his or her speaking part.  Practise and perform your play in front of the class.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Interview with the Author

In pairs, prepare an interview about the book you are reading.  One person will be the reporter and the other will be the author.  Plan your questions and answers together and practise your interview before presenting it to your class.

Reporter:
Write the questions you will ask in your work book.

Author:
Write your answer to these questions in your work book.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Book Report

Give a two-minute speech about your book to the class.  Include a short summary of the main events, the setting and the characters involved.  At the end of your speech, be ready to answer any questions from the audience about the book.  Remember to use a clear, loud voice and to make eye contact with the audience.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Skimming and Scanning

Everyone in the group turns to the same page in the book.  In two minutes, scan every word on the page to find all the words containing ONE of the blends listed below.  Write these words in your work book as you find them.   The person with the most words wins.  Go through the page together as a group to check the winner’s answers before beginning again with a different blend chosen from the list below.  Remember; the blend may be located at the beginning, middle or end of the word.  

BLENDS:  WH, CH, TH, NG, PL, SH, GH, KN


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Predicting the Future

Read a double page in your book as a group.  Write down a prediction as to what you think might happen next in the story.  When everyone has written a response, each person takes a turn to read his or her prediction out to the group.  Next, and while still in your group, read on to find out what actually happened next.  As a group, reflect on the predictions made and decide which prediction best matches what happened in the story.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Order of Events

As a group, list on individual pieces of paper the main events that took place in your story.  When you have finished writing your events, jumble the pieces of paper up.  Your job now is to work together to put the events in order, from the beginning of the story to the end.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Find a Passage

All members of the group need to sit together in a circle.  You will each need your own copy of the book you are reading.  Each person selects and then reads out to the group a different passage of text from the book (two to three sentences).  The rest of the group tries to find the passage and to call out the page number it is on.  The first person to say the correct page number wins a point.  Remember to take turns locating and reading one passage at a time.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

True or False?

Write TEN true or false questions about the story you are reading.  When you have written your questions, read them out to another person in your group to test his or her knowledge.

True:

Means the statement is correct.

False: 
Means the statement is incorrect.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Character Acrostics

Choose a character from the book you are reading.  Write the character’s full name down the left-hand side of the page.  Write an adjective or descriptive sentence beside each letter of the name.  The adjective or descriptive sentence should begin with the corresponding letter of the name. Eg.

C
Caring and considerate

R
Rich and giving

A
Always there for a laugh

I
Interesting and intelligent

G
Goals set high
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Terrific Ten

Choose TEN terrific words from your book.  The words you choose should have a specific link to the story.  Integrate these ten words to create a short descriptive poem about the story.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Birthday Bash

One of the characters from your book is having a birthday tomorrow.  Choose an appropriate present for this character.  Think about the character’s like and dislikes.  Write about the present you chose and why it suits this character.  When you have finished doing this, create a birthday card.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Personal Account

Choose ONE event that took place in the story.  Briefly describe this event and write about how you would feel if this happened to you!  Be sure to describe your feelings and reactions in great detail.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Please Explain

Please explain what happened in the story you have just read.  You will need to write a brief description of the main events that occurred in the story.  Write your description in the order that the story took place.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Quality Questions

Write THREE quality questions about the characters or events that occurred in the book.  A quality question is a clever question that really gets the brain thinking to find the answer.  These questions are not straightforward; they do not have an obvious answer.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Main Idea Momentum

The main ideas in a book are used to keep the story flowing and to keep the reader interested and engaged.  Describe ONE event in the book that had you interested and wanting to read one.  Share your response with other people in your group.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Character Clarification

Choose TWO characters from your book.  Fold a piece of paper in half to create two columns and write down the name of one character a the top of one column and the name of the other character at the top of the second column.  Underneath each character make a list of how that character differs from the other one.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Title Transformation

Look at the front cover of your book and study the title and illustrations.  Do the illustrations match the title?  If so, state the reasons why.  If not, describe alternative illustrations that would suit the title.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Succinct Summary

You have been asked to create an informative description of the book your are reading to replace the blurb on the back cover of the book.  The blurb should introduce some of the main characters and inform the reader about what to expect in the story without giving away the ending.  The blurb should entice the reader to read the book.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Courageous Character

Events take place throughout books all the time.  They are called complications.  What event in your book had a great effect on one of the characters?  How exactly did this event influence this character?  Describe the event and give details about the impact it had on him or her.


	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Character Adventure

Pretend to be a character from your book.  Write about ONE particular adventure you experienced in the book.  Remember to write about the feelings this character experienced during this time.  When you have finished writing your description, read it to your group.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail


	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail




	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Classic Choice

Why do you think the author chose the characters and events he or she did as the subject of the book?  Give FIVE reasons why you think the author decided to write this book with this subject matter.  Present your ideas in an oral presentation to your group.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Awesome Author

What do you think the author of this novel is like?  Think about where this person might live in the world, where they get their ideas from, how old they are, etc.  Discus your ideas with the group and write a paragraph describing your image of the author.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Author’s Purpose

There are many reasons why authors write.  Authors write to teach us about something, to entertain us, or to persuade us to think a particular way.  Think about the book you are reading and write a paragraph describing the author’s purpose.  Was his or her purpose to teach, entertain or persuade?  Give reasons fro your choice.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Scan Scram

Open the book to a page you have previously read.  Scan the page for interesting, exciting or new words.  Write down FIVE words.  If you do not know the meaning of a word, look it up in the dictionary.  Your challenge is to use these five words to create a descriptive sentence that makes sense.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Predicting the Ending

Before you reach the end of the book, predict what might happen later in the story and at its end.  Write your predictions, making sure your ending involves all of the characters.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Opposite Order

Think about the events that took place in the story.  Your task is to write a list of the main events that took place from last to first.  That’s right – you are to go backwards!


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Wicked Words

Locate a wicked word from your book ad act it out to other members of your group.  Your task is to use only actions to get the other people in your group to guess your word.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Quiz

Design a quiz that involves objects mentioned in the book.  Here is an example from a story about the owners of a shop: ‘Who stole the chocolate bar from the corner store?’


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Pass It On

All group members need to sit in a circle for this activity.  You will need a large piece of paper and something to write with.  Take turns to recall the story your group is reading.  The first person begins by writing the first thing that happened in the story, the second person continues by writing the next thing that happened, and so on.  Continue this process around the circle until the story s complete.  Have ONE person read the story out loud when it is completed.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

It Happened Where?

If you could change the location your story took place in to another location, how would this change the story:  Choose an alternative location and explain how it changes the story.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Dramatic Details

Choose ONE event from the book you are reading and dramatise this event using mime.  Practise your act and perform it to your group.  Each person in the group should try to guess the event you are acting out.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Newspaper Reporter

You are a newspaper reporter, reporting on an event that took place in your book.  Come up with a catchy headline to draw people in and then write a brief article outlining the event.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Memory Master

Write a detailed summary to describe the main events that occurred in the section of the book you have just read.  Your summary should include specific details and significant events.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Quizzical Questions

Create a bank of unusual, baffling or comical questions about the actual events and characters in the book you are reading.  Be sure to write the answers to your questions as well.  

Write 3 unusual questions

Write 3 baffling questions

Write 3 comical questions

Test your questions on another person n your group.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Main Idea Melting Pot

The main ideas in the book are the key events that are important to the development of the storyline.  In your work book, draw a picture of a big melting pot.  Inside the pot, write all of the ingredients or main events the author wrote about to develop the story.  The main ideas placed in your pot should include the most significant events that took place.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Colourful Character Feelings

Choose 1 character from your book and record the different emotions and feelings this character experienced during different stages of the story.  Be sure to state the reasons why the character was experiencing these emotions.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Acceptable Title

Study the title given to the book you are reading.  Do you think the author chose an appropriate title for the storyline depicted in this book?  Discuss the title given and outline your reasons for supporting or opposing the choice of title for this book.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Cool Character

Choose a terrific character from your book who did something exciting or memorable.  Write an article for a children’s magazine that tells students your age all about this cool character.  Remember to:

· Come up with a good title.

· Introduce and describe your character.

· Describe the exciting or memorable event in detail.

· Finish your article with a statement about why your character is cool so as to create a satisfying ending.

· Draw a picture of your character to accompany the magazine article.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Character Comparison

Compare and contrast the main character with another character in the book.  Your comparison must include information about the characters’ personalities, actions, thoughts, words and motivations.  You will need to include specific details from the text in your response.  A Venn diagram will help you organise your thoughts about the characters’ similarities and differences.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Reading Actions

Authors often let the reader know exactly how their characters are feeling by having them act in a certain way in the story.  Locate a section in the story where you knew exactly how a character felt because of his or her actions.  Maybe this character was happy, excited, brave, selfish, funny, evil, worried or disappointed.  Write this passage down in your book and explain what is was about the writing that helped you understand how the character felt or acted, even though the author did not explicitly state that the character was sad, happy or whatever.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Two Minutes

Prepare a two-minute talk about your book that you can present to your class.  Be sure to provide information about the characters, the storyline and the parts you enjoyed the most.  At the ed of your talk, be ready to answer questions from your teacher and the class.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Interesting Interview

Prepare and interview with a partner.  One of you takes the roles of the author, and the other takes the role of the reporter.  The reporter asks the author a series of questions about the book.  The author responds with information about the book.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Literary Links

Write a report on the book you are reading.  Briefly outline the characters and describe the storyline.  Comment on the use of imagery, symbolism and figurative language.  Provide examples from the text to support your comments.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Sensible Scanning

Each member of the group opens their book to the same page.  The task for each of you is to scan the page to find as many adjectives as you can.  An adjective is a descriptive word.  Write down each adjective as you find it and tally the number you have found when the time is up.  You have 5 minutes to find the adjectives.  Share your list with the group and check the page in the book to see if, as a group, you have collected them all.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Story Sequel

Now that you have finished the novel, think about how this story might continue.  How could the story develop further to create a second book?  Brainstorm your ideas for a second book and discuss these with your group.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Story Pyramid

Create a story pyramid by following the directions below.  Your story information should look like a pyramid when complete.

Line 1:

Write the name of the book.

Line 2:

Write the name of the main character.

Line 3:

Write the names of 2 other characters.

Line 4:

Write 4 words to describe the setting

Line 5:

Write 6 words to describe the main event.

Line 6:

Write 9 words to describe the ending.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Powerful Passages

Powerful passages are phrases or sentences that leave an impression on the reader.  Sometimes they leave an impression because the writing paints a vivid picture in the mind.  Other times it might be because the writing changes the way the reader thinks about something or someone.  Choose 3 powerful passages from you novel and explain why you found them powerful.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Cryptic Quiz

Create a cryptic quiz that really makes the other members of your group think about each of your questions.  Each question should be tricky and require good knowledge of the details in the book.  Cryptic questions usually combine two or more questions at once, which means that anyone trying to answer each cryptic question will need to know the answer to each of its ‘sub-questions’.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Do You Know?

A tourist has asked you for directions from one place in your novel to another.  Write the directions down for this person so he or she can safely get to the desired location.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Sequencing Events

Create a list of 10 of the most significant events that took place in your novel.  Write each event on a small piece of paper and alongside the name of the event draw a matching picture.  Be sure not to number the events.  Give the cards to another person in your group.  Ask this person to sequence the events in the order in which they occurred.


	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

From the Perspective of…

Rewrite a summary of the novel from a different perspective.  Some might, for example, take the point of view of a cat, a hat, a show, a bird, a bag and so on.  When you have decided what perspective to adopt, think carefully about how the story will need to change so that it can be written from this new angle.
	
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail

Sounds Like This

Foley artists add sounds to movies to enhance the actions.  They have to think of the smallest sounds to include in the final recording.  For example, if someone kicks a bottle along the road, the Foley artist needs to insert the pinging sound of the bottle when it is kicked, the rolling of the bottle along the ground, and the steps of the person walking along.  Read a section of your novel and write down all of the sounds described in that section.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Book Mark

Create a book mark and on the back of it write down any new and interesting words you come across as you read.  The words you write on your book mark should be words you have not seen before, and/or words you might like to use in your own writing.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Vocabulary

You will need to choose 3 new or interesting words from your reading.  With each word, do the following:

1. Use a dictionary to find the meaning of the word.

2. Write down the word and its definition in your work book.

3. Create a sentence using this word and write it in your work book.
	Book Responses

Comprehension and Detail




	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Express Yourself

When reading, read with expression!  This means altering your voice, changing the volume and speed with which you read, and observing punctuation.  Reading with expression lets you depict different characters and bring the story to life, but it takes practice.

1. Choose a section in your book that is exciting or interesting.

2. Practise reading this section of the book on your own out loud and with expression.  Change speed, volume, voice and tone to express the events and the level of excitement you are reading about.

3. After you have practised, read your section to another person in your group.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Tell a Tale

You will need to work with a partner for this activity.  Choose a passage of the book you are reading and read your passage to your partner with expression in order to represent character voiced, events in the story and the punctuation.  When you have finished your reading, your partner reads his or her passage to you.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Descriptive Phrase Find

When you are reading, you will come across descriptive phrases or even a whole sentence that paints a clear, vivid picture in your mind.  Here is an example:

‘The waterfall was surrounded by a lush, green rainforest.’

Find 3 examples of good descriptive phrases (groups of words that do not have a verb) or sentences from the book you are reading.  Write these down and share them with your group. Explain why you chose them.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Superb Similes

Authors often uses special language called similes to compare actions, characters and observations to or with something else.  Similes focus on the similarity between one thing and another.  They give us a better picture of what the author wants us to see as we read.  Similes usually follow a pattern.  Examples:

As busy as a bee.   As white as snow.   As quiet as a mouse.    As pretty as a picture.

Write down examples of similes from your book.  Alternatively, create your own similes but relate them to text from the book you are reading.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Wonderful Word Search

1. Create a collection of 20 important words from your book

2. In a grid (provided by teacher) write these words vertically, horizontally and diagonally.  Also rwrite the words below the grid so that other people know what words to look for.

3. Spread your words evenly throughout the grid.  Be sure to write one letter per square.

4. When you have written all words in the grid, fill in the remaining blank squares with random letters of the alphabet and give the grid to someone in your group to solve.


	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Glorious Glossary

A glossary is like a small dictionary found at the back of some books.  It allows you to look up the meaning of unusual words you come across in your book.  

1. Find 3 unusual words from the book you are reading.

2. Create your own glossary by writing down the word and then looking up the meaning in the dictionary and writing it next to the word.

3. Do the same for all 3 words to create your own glossary.

Example:

Gremlin – a mischievous character said to cause accidents to machines.




	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Long List

Create a list of 5 interesting descriptive words (adjectives) from your book.  Using a thesaurus, write down 5 synonyms for each word.  A synonym is an word that means the same or almost the same as the first word.


	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Powerful Pick

Pick out 5 – 10 words from your book that you feel are powerful words you could use in your own writing.  Create a piece of writing using these chosen words.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Personification Personality

Authors use personification to bring objects to life.  Personification gives human qualities to non-living objects.  An example is ‘The chocolate bar is calling out my name.’  Try to locate 1 example of personification from your book.  Alternatively, create your own example of personification based on your book.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Empty Empathy

Authors use special language to make the reader feel empathy.  Empathy describes the ability to recognise and feel the emotion that someone else is experiencing.  It is like putting yourself in their shoes.  Locate a passage in the book when you felt empathy – when you were able to sense the emotions of the character or characters.  Share this passage with your group.




	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Literal Language

Literal language is factual and truthful.  Think about this sentence: ‘Craig ate some pizza.’  The sentence is literal because it describes an actual event.  Scan through your book to find factual sentences containing literal language.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Opposite Antonyms

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings from each other like light/heavy, strong/weak, big/small.  Choose appropriate words from your book.  Write these words down, and then write the antonym for each word.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Horrible Homonyms

Homonyms are words that are spelt and pronounced in an identical or a very similar way but have different meanings.  They can sometimes confuse people.  Some examples of homonyms are:

My dog can really bark   -    The bark is coming off the tree

We left for our trip on Wednesday.   -   Be careful that you don’t trip on the step.

Find som examples of homonyms from your book.  Write each homonym in a sentence to depict its meaning.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Syllable String

Choose some important words from your book that contain different numbers of syllables.  Follow the pattern below so you can use these words to create a haiku poem.

Line 1
5 syllables

Catching the cool breeze

Line 2
7 syllables

Leaves lift and float above me

Line 3
5 syllables

Windswept harmony


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Noun Guess

Each person in the group chooses a noun from the story.  A noun is the name of a person, place or thing.  Each person needs to keep their noun a secret.  Each person writes a description of their noun and reads it aloud to the other group members to guess.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Alphabetical Adjectives

Choose a character from the book you are reading.  Write the name of the character at the top of the page and write the alphabet going down the page so that you have each letter on a separate line.  Write an adjective (describing word) about the character on each line that begins with the letter of the alphabet.  How many adjectives can you come up with?


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Object Families

You will need to do this activity in pairs.  Write down a list of 4 objects from the book you are reading that are related in some way. Add 1 object that does not belong to the list.  Read out the list of objects and ask your partner to identify the object that does not belong.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Compound Mania

Choose 5 compound words from your book.  Use each word within the compound word to make many more compound words.  Examples

Rainbow – raincoat, rainwater, rainstorm, rainfall

Watermelon – waterfall, rockmelon, waterhole.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Wicked Word Bank

Create a wicked word bank by writing down any original and attention-grabbing words you come across as you read.  Choose strange words you have not seen before, or expressive words you might like to use in your own writing.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Describe and Decode

You will need to complete this activity in pairs.  Choose a character from the story.  Describe this character to your partner.  Your partner will need to think about your description to guess the name of the character.  Now swap over.  To make things a little trickier, describe a particular part of the story instead of a character.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Story Sticks

The story you are reading has 10 sticks or key points.  The sticks represent the main structure of the story.  Without these sticks, the story would not be strong.  Choose 10 graphic words from the story to express the main features and structure of the story.  Next, draw 10 sticks in your work book and write your words on the sticks.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Clue Count

You will need to complete this activity with a partner.  Choose an event that took place in the book you are reading.  Write 10 descriptive clues about this event.  Read one clue at a time until your partner guesses the event.  How many clues did your partner need?  Now listen to your partner’s clues and try to guess the event in as few clues as possible.  The person who guesses the event with the fewest clues wins.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Mad Metaphors

Sometimes authors use special language called expressions to get across their ideas and thoughts.  One type of expression is called a metaphor.  A metaphor makes comparisons between two seemingly unrelated things.  For example, saying that somebody is a snake does not mean they are actually a snake, but rather that they exhibit similar qualities to a snake.  Find other metaphors from your book.  Explain what each one means in your own words.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Imagine That!

Have you read a story that painted a clear picture in your mind?  If so, it was probably because the descriptions in the book were clear and detailed.  Locate 1 good description from your book that paints a clear picture in your mind.  Write this description and draw a picture of the image you can see in your mind.  Share your description and picture with other people in your group.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Proper Noun Knowledge

A proper noun is the name of a person, place or thing.  Proper nouns usually begin with a capital letter because they name specific people (eg. Patricia), places (eg. Sydney) and things (The Hobbit).  Identify as many proper nouns as you can within a section of your book. Compare your answers with the answers of other people in your group.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Fresh Vocabulary

You will need to work with a partner to complete this activity.  Did you find any attention-grabbing or new words in your book?  List these words and find their meaning in the dictionary.  Then read the meaning of each word out to your partner and ask him or her to guess the word.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Description Depiction

Use a big array of good descriptive words and phrases to create a vivid description that clearly depicts the character.  Brainstorm good descriptive words and then use them to construct your description of the character.  Read your description out to the other people in your group.  They should know exactly which character you are describing without you telling them who it is.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Helpful Hook

How does the story hook you in at the beginning?  Make a list of words and phrases that you consider are effective in making you want to read on.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Exciting Exclamations

Exclamations can be a word, a phrase or a sentence that shows a strong feeling.  These are followed by an exclamation point!  Some examples of exclamations include: Wow! Oh, no! We won the race!  No way!

Authors use exclamations to get a strong message or feeling across to the reader.  Look through your book and write down al the exclamations you can find.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Comfortable Comparisons

Authors often make comparisons between two objects or characters in direct or indirect ways.  Readers gain a better understanding and picture of what the author is trying to tell them because they are able to compare one thing with another.  Locate a comparison in your book.  Write this down and then suggest an improved or a different comparison.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Figurative Language Find

Authors use figurative language to suggest ideas and evoke images in the reader’s mind.  Figurative language is often used to help the reader visualise what the characters are feeling and what is happening in the story.  Locate examples of figurative language from your book.  Write down 1 good example and describe the imagery it creates in your mind.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Similar Synonyms

Synonyms are words that have the same or a simlar meaning.  Synonyms are used to make the writing more interesting and clearer to the reader.  A thesaurus is the best reference for synonyms.  They offer alternative options for every word.  Choose a sentence from your book and write it down. Use a thesaurus to alter and rewrite the sentence using synonyms. Be sure you do not alter the meaning of the sentence.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Missing Nouns

Write 3 sentences from the book you are reading.  Leave a space where the nouns (people places or things) should be located.  Give your sentences to a partner so he or she can fill in the missing nouns.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Topic Chain

At the top of a piece of paper, write the name of a topic that relates to something in the book you are reading.  Write 1 word associated with that topic underneath the heading and pass on the piece of paper.  Each member of the group passes their topic around the group in a clockwise direction and adds a word to the list.  Keep passing the lists around until no one can think of any more words associated with each topic.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Happy Homophones

Homophones are words that sound the same but have a different meaning and spelling. Scan through our book to search for as many different homophones as you can find.  Write down the homophones from the book and write a matching homophone for each word.  Here are some examples:  see/sea,  hear/here,  there/their/they’re  week/weak.
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Compound Creations

A compound word is made when two words are joined together to make a new word, such as base + ball = baseball.  In a set period of time, each member of your group needs to locate and write down as many compound words from the book as they can find.  When the time is up, compare your words and count how many each of you has collected.


	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Words Gone Wild

Start a word chain by writing down a word that comes to mind when you think about the book.  Write this word down and think of a word from the book that begins with the last letter of the previous word.  Contine the word chain for as long as you can. Example

Friendooraceggswimichaelaceshopoolucyelloveveryone
	
	Book Responses

Language and Vocabulary 
Vocabulary Challenge

You will need a partner for this activity.  Each person writes down 10 unusual or challenging words from the book.  Each player takes it in turns to give the other player a maximum of 3 clues to guess the correct word.  The clues given should be based on the letters that make up the word.  Example:

This word begins with the letter t.  It contains a double letter  It has 4 letters in the word.  The word is tree.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Sponge Prints

You will need a piece of sponge, some paint and a piece of paper for this activity.

1. Choose an object from the book you are reading

2. Turn your piece of sponge into this shape by cutting around the edges.

3. Dip the sponge into the try of paint and place the sponge on the paper to create a print.  Fill the page with your sponge prints.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Hand Creatures

Turn your hand into a character from the book you are reading.

1. Place your hand in the middle of a piece of paper and trace around your hand.  You can arrange your hand in any position.

2. Now use your imagination to add to the hand drawing and to turn it into a character.

3. Colour the hand creature and label the drawing with the character’s name.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator
Scene Setter

After reading, chose a descriptive phrase that paints a picture in your mind.  Write down the phrase and draw the picture that you see in your mind.


	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Illustrator

Draw a detailed picture that tells the story you are reading.  Your picture must include the settings, characters and any objects or events that were mentioned in the story.




	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Comic Creation

Create a comic strip that shows a major event that took place in your book.  You will need to draw a series of pictures that show the order of the events that happened.  Below the pictures write the dialogue.


	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Finger Puppet Fun

Choose a character from your book. Using craft materials, create a finger puppet of this character.  Be sure to give your character suitable feature and characteristics.  Show your puppet to your group and describe its features.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Mighty Mosaic

On a clean piece of art paper, draw a simple outline of an object from your book.  Try not to make your outline too detailed.  To make this outline into a mosaic, you will need to cut pieces of coloured paper into small squares.  Glue the coloured squares onto the paper, leaving a small space between each piece.  Your picture should look like it has been tiled.  Label your object and display it.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Informative Artist

Create an illustration of your favourite part of the book.  When your illustration is complete, write on a separate piece of paper a brief explanation of the illustration and why you chose the part of the story.  Staple this to the bottom of your picture ad display it.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Popular Poster

Choose 1 character from your story and think about what this person’s likes or dislikes might be.  Creat a poster that your character would love to have pinned up in his or her bedroom.  Your poster might be environmental, musical, playful or in some other form.  When you have finished your poster, explain to the group why your charcter would like it.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Style Collage

Choose 1 character from your book. What do you think this person would like to wear?  Find clothing from magazines or draw the clothing yourself.  On a large sheet of art paper, draw the character in the middle of the page.  Next cut out each picture of clothing and overlap the clothes to make a style collage. Share your collage with your group.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Feeling Groovy

Authors usually describe the feelings of the characters in their story. Sometimes they also express exactly how the characters feel through illustrations.  Choose 1 character from your story and draw his or her face showing an expression that was described in the story.  Label this expression.  Example: exciting, miserable, cheerful, silly, fearful, jovial.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Comical Comedy

Draw a humourous picture to show a particularly funny part of the story.  Write your dialogue within speech bubbles to reveal the amusing event.  Share your work with other people in your group.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Book Cover Competition

Create a new and exciting cover for the book you are reading.  Remember to include:

The name of the book

The author’s name

The illustrator’s name

Pictures of events or characters from the book

Use bold colours and simple designs to make your cover eye-catching and appealing so that other will want to read the book.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Wonderful Words

Find examples of good descriptive phrases from your book.  Write down 1 descriptive phrase and draw an illustration of the picture it creates in your mind.  Share this picture with the other people in your group.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Find Your Feelings

Describe the feelings you experienced during the different parts of the book.  Describe how your feelings changed during the course of the book.  When you have done that, draw a picture of yourself and then add some word bubbles around the picture.  Write your feelings in the bubbles.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Puppet Background

Draw a background for the most common setting from your book.  When you have finished creating the background, create character puppets and act out a section of the story.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Character Mobile

Draw and colour in characters and important objects that are part of the storyline of your book.  Cut out each character and object and hang them from sticks or a coat hanger with thread to make a mobile.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Creative Clipart

Use the computer to draw a picture that represents the best part of the book you are reading.


	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Super Shape

Draw an outline of a character or object from the book you are reading.  Fill the inside of the shape going across the page with words that represent the character or object.  Repeat the words over and over again, using different colours each time the words are repeated.
	
	Book Responses

Artist and Illustrator

Three-Dimensional Object

Choose an object from the book you are reading, for example a soccer ball, hat, bag, phone, etc.  Use recycled materials and paper to create a three-dimensional model of this object.  Label your object and display it.


	 Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Detective Green Hat

Your name is Detective Green Hat.  You have been given a new case.  It requires you to investigate the problems and complications in the book you are reading.

1. What was the major complication within the storyline?

2. What would be a better way to solve the problem or complication?

4. What problem or complication would be more exciting for the reader? 
	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Detective Multicoloured Hat

Your name is Detective Multicoloured Hat.  You have been given a new case.  It requires you to investigate the book you are reading, using a combination of two differently coloured hats with each colour selected from the colours below.

Yellow: 
Positive/good points of the story

Black:
Negative/bad points of the story

Blue:

Overall purpose of the story


	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Journal

Imagine you are one of the characters in the book you are reading.  Write a journal entry expressing what you have done, how you feel and what you think might happen to you next.


	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Book Blurb

Write a letter to your friend or your teacher about the book you are reading.  Be sure to tell them the name of the book and to include a short summary of what the book is about.  Also  tell them what you think of the book.




	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

That Reminds Me Of…

Have you ever read a description of a character and thought to yourself that reminds me of…?  Think about the characters in the book you are reading.  Can you find a comparison between a character and someone you now (maybe even yourself)?  Describe that character from the book and the person you know who is like that character.  Make a list of the similarities between these two people.


	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Finding Friends

You have just moved to a new town and need to find new friends.  The characters in your book live in your new town.  Which character would you like to have as a friend?  Explain why.




	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

That Happened to Me!

Think about something that happened in your story that you have also experienced.  Describe the event that took place in the book and then describe the similar event that you experienced.  List the similarities and differences between the two events.


	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Problem-Solver

Think about a problem that occurred in the book, such as someone losing a school library book on the way to school.  Explain what you would do to solve the problem if this happened to you.




	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Decisions, Decisions…

Choose the character from your book that you would most like to be.  List the ways you would change the book to make a better story and life for this character.


	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Magazine Marvels

A popular children’s magazine has asked you to write an article about the book you are reading.  The article will be read by 8- to 10- year old children.  Write a detailed description of the book and give it a rating out of 10.  Be sure to explain the reasons for your rating.  Include an illustration of your favourite part of the story.  Submit your article to the magazine publisher (your teacher)


	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Friendly Qualities

Think about the qualities you like in a friend.  Choose a character from the book you are reading.  Name the character and list the qualities this character would have as a friend.  Eg.  Charlie is trustworthy, a good soccer player, fun to be around.
	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Character Cinquain

Think about an interesting character from your book.  Write a cinquain poem about this character.  Illustrate your poem when you have finished.

Line 1:
1 word – name of the character

Line 2:
2 words – adjectives that describe the character

Line 3:
3 words – verbs that describe the character’s actions

Line 4:
4 words – feelings the character felt

Line 5:
1 word – different name for the character or restate the name. 


	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Awesome Advice

You have been given the opportunity to give one of the characters in the book some advice.  Giving advice means sharing your opinion about what someone should do in a particular situation.  Choose 1 situation a character experienced in the story and explain what advice you would give this character at that particular point in the story.


	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Book Reflection

As a group, takes turns to respond to and discuss the following questions about the book you are reading.  Record your answers on a big piece of cardboard and present your responses to the class.

1. What are the main events that make up the storyline so far?

2. How could the author improve the storyline?

3. What do you like and dislike about the storyline so far?

4. What do you think will happen next in the story?


	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Ask the Author

You have been chosen to interview the author of the book you are reading.  Create a list of interesting open-ended questions you will ask the author.  Open-ended questions are questions that require a thoughtful response with lots of detail rather than a short yes or no answer.
	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Hidden Message

Authors write for different purposes.  Sometimes authors write to teach a lesson or to entertain.  What was your author’s purpose?  Give at least 3 reasons to support your answer.


	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Alternate Ending

You have been given a very important job.  You have been asked to come up with an alternative ending for your book.  Your job is to write a different, exciting and satisfying ending for the book you are reading.
	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Life Lessons

Have you ever learnt a valuable lesson through a character in a story you have read?  Think about the story you are reading and identify 1 important lesson that a character experienced.  Reflect on this experience from the story and then comment on what you have learnt from it and how that lesson might influence you.


	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Detective White Hat

Your name is Detective White Hat.  Your new case requires you to investigate the factual details in the book you are reading.  

1. Identify the facts.

2. What facts do you already know?

3. Which facts do you not know?

4. What is the most important fact in the storyline?

5. Examine all the facts, figures and information in the story.  Is any information missing that would give you a complete understanding of what is going on?  If so, what is it?

6. Of the information provided in the story, which is crucial for the story development? 
	
	Book Responses

Reflecting and Responding

Detective Red Hat

Your name is Detective Red Hat.  You have been given a new case.  It requires you to investigate the emotions experienced in the book you are reading.

1. What emotions and feelings did the character’s experience?

2. What emotions and feelings did the reader experience throughout the book?

3. Examine all emotions experienced during the reading of the story.  What emotions were not experienced? 


