Poetry Devices

Alliteration

Alliteration is the use of words which start with the same sound to create an effect.

Assonance

Assonance is the repetition of a particular vowel sound. Eg. ‘the loon in the moon plays a crooning tune.’

Form

The structure of a poem is called its form or style.  Each form of poetry has its own style.  Style refers to the way something is written or said.  The purpose of a poem dictates the style to be used; for example, a humorous poem would lend itself to the style of a limerick, it would not suit the style of a haiku.  

Metaphor

When using a metaphor, a poet not only likens something to something else, as in a simile, but actually says one thing is the other thing.

Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia is a device which involves the use of words that have the same sound as the thing or action being described, or which gives a feeling of that particular thing or action.

Personification

Personification is another device which poets often use in descriptive poetry.  It involves likening an object to a person or giving the object a personality.  It is a way of speaking about inanimate objects as though they were people.
Simile

A simile is a device where a poet likens a person or thing to something else to create a more vivid impression.  A simile always contains the word ‘as’ or ‘like’.  

Rebus

Involves the substitution of pictures or symbols for words.

Repetition

Many poems use repeated words and phrases to create the effect of an occurring theme and to enhance rhythm.

Rhythm
Our interest in rhythm can be traced back to our early ancestors’ use of chants, hunting songs and musical instruments.  Rhythm is a part of our lives and we have a natural response to rhythm in poetry. The built-in rhythm (metre) of a poem helps to differentiate poetry from prose and children soon learn that each poem has a kind of music of it own.

Rhyme

We respond not only to the rhythm of a poem but also to its particular rhyme.  Rhyme helps to create musical qualities in a poem.

Rhyming Couplets

Rhyming Couplets are pairs of rhymed lines.  Poems that use rhyming couplets often tell a story.

Spoonerisms

Spoonersisms are a form of tangled writing.  They are named after Reverend William Archibald Spooner (1844-1930) who made many slips of the tongue. Eg. there is a roaring pain (a pouring rain), a half-warmed fish (a half-formed wish) and sin twister (twin sister).  Spoonerisms can be used in many poetic forms to create a nonsensical poem.
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