
	What wars has Australia been involved in?



	Name
	Beginning of involvement
	End of involvement

	The Black War
	1804
	1834

	The New Zealand Wars
	1840
	1860

	The Sudan War
	1885
	1885

	The Boar War
	1899
	1902

	World War I
	1914
	1918

	World War II
	1939
	1945

	The Korean War
	1950
	1953

	The Vietnam War
	1965
	1972

	The Gulf War
	1990
	1991

	The ‘War against Terror’
	2001
	Ongoing


	How have wars affected Australia?

Australia has fought in many wars around the world. Thousands of Australians have died at war and many more family and friends have been affected by these losses.

It is hard to believe that so many men have eagerly volunteered to fight for their country in wars. We have the benefit of hindsight from seeing images and footage from a variety of wars, as well as the knowledge of statistics of the of men and women that have been injured and killed. Even those who have returned from the war physically unharmed have often carried mental and psychological scars for the rest of their lives.

War has always influenced the way Australian’s live. During times of war, food and petrol prices rise. During WWI and WWII, some women entered the workforce for the first time, and often family structures changed as children needed to help with family duties as fathers, brothers and other family member served their country.




	Why has Australia fought in wars all over the world?
Australia fought in both WWI and WWII as we had an alliance with Britain who declared war on Germany in both WWI and WWII. Our other involvements in wars have begun through alliances we have with other countries



	Who were our allies and who were our enemies in WWI and WWII?

Australia's allies during World War I included France, the Russian Empire, the British Empire, Italy and, of course, the United States. 

Australia's allies during World War II included Great Britain and the British Commonwealth (including the UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and India) and the United States. The Soviet Union joined the Allied Powers in 1942

.


	How did WWI and WWII start?

WWI begun following the assassination of an important world leader: Franz Ferdinand- who was the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. 

Following this event, the Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia who they blamed for the assassination. Russia, who had alliances with Serbia, then declared war on Austria-Hungry. In reply, Germany, who had alliance with Austria- Hungry, declared war on Russia. As many countries in Europe had alliances with other neighbouring countries, the start of these countries declaring war on each other grew until most Europeans countries had pledged their alliances to one of the sides in the war. Australia’s alliance was to Britain who had alliance with Belgium. Soon after Belgium was invaded by Germany, Britain became declared war on Germany, and Australia immediately followed. WWI was the first war to involve nearly all of the leading powers of the world

WWII beginnings can be traced back to the end of WWI when Germany, who has been forced to sign a condition of peace which limited their ability to recover from the war. From this, many Germans felt great hatred towards their WWI enemies who were continuing to humiliate them with their harsh rules. Adolf Hitler, a WWI veteran, took control of Germany in 1933 and was quick to rebuild his country’s military and attack any groups he despised: notably Jewish people and all those who opposed him. He also had a desire to expand Germany and began by invading some European countries including Poland, France and Britain. Consequently, and considering as well that Britain had an alliance with Poland and promised to protect them if they were ever attacked, Britain declared war on Germany on 3rd September, 1939 and Australia declared war on Germany on the same day.




	Key Events in WWI 
One of the key events for Australia in WWI was its involvement at Gallipoli, despite being a massive defeat for Australia. It was during the fighting at Gallipoli, where the Australian troops fought along side troops from New Zealand, that Australia and New Zealand soldiers became know as the ANZAC and the ANZAC tradition was formed.

From April to September 1918, Britain and its allies were involved in series of fierce battles against German troops. These battles eventually resulted in Germany surrendering on the 11th November, 1918. It took up to two years for soldiers to return home to Australia after the war had ended. 



	Has Australia even been under direct attack in a war?

Key Events in WWII 

Australia fought against Germans and Italians in Libya, Syria, Egypt, Greece and other parts of the Middle East and Europe during WWII.

At the beginning of WWII was that Australia had sent the majority of its available troops to Europe but as the war developed and it began getting closer and closer to Australia, and it seemed that the Japanese, who had previously not been involved in the war, were about to join the war against Britain and Australia, the Australian government feared it did not have enough troops to defend itself it was to come under direct threat. As a result, it was in WWII that the Australian government introduced conscription which forced Australian males of a certain age to join the nations’ defence force.

Initially, the war seemed far away from Australia, but when Japan entered the war and captured Singapore, a close neighbour of Australia, Australians realised how close the war was getting. On February 19, 1942, Japanese planes bombed the Australian city of Darwin, killing 233 people. In May and June the same year, Japanese submarines also attacked Sydney harbour. This was the first time Australia had suffered from direct attacks against their country. Even after Germany surrendered in May 1945, the war against Japan continued. In August, The United States dropped atomic Bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August that same year and Japan surrendered within days.




	How many Australian soldiers died in WWI and WWII?

Throughout the four years of war, Australia sent more than 330 000 soldiers overseas to fight in New Guinea, France, and the Middle East alongside Britain and its allies. More than 216000 soldiers were killed or injured during the war.

Out of a population consisting of seven million people, almost one million people served Australia in World War II. The fighting cost more than 39000 lives, 30000 were taken prisoners, and 23000 were injured.




Wonderings

· What wars has Australia been involved in?

· How have wars affected Australia?

· Why has Australia fought in wars all over the world?

· How did WWI and WWII start?

· Who were our allies and who were our enemies in WWI and WWII?

· Has Australia even been under direct attack in a war?

· How many Australian soldiers died in WWI and WWII?
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