Homework

A narrative

By Miss Marg

Nervously Erin waited for the teacher to hand back the homework assignments.  It was a week since they had been handed in and because this was the first assignment they had received at high school, everyone was a little on edge about how they had gone.  That went double for Erin.  She was the only girl from her primary school who’d come to this secondary school and she was very shy.  She desperately wanted to make friends and worried what other people would think of her work.  But when the teacher gave out the task – to write a two page essay called ‘A Day at the Beach’ - she’d immediately had a brainwave about what she wanted to write and got stuck in as soon as she got home that night.  
Now Erin wasn’t so sure about how brainy her ‘wave’ had been.  All week the girls she’d sat with at lunch times had been talking about the stories they’d written and Erin worried more and more.  Her story was nothing like what anyone else had talked about.  She’d written a comedy.  Her day at the beach was about a superhero, hoping to take the day off and getting caught up in all these beach rescues.
As the teacher moved around the class, handing out work and making the occasional comment – some complimentary, some scathing – time slowed down.  It seemed like everybody else had gotten their work back but her.  As the teacher walked back up the front, Erin realized this was true.  What was going on?  Had the teacher thought her work so bad as to throw it away?  Just how much trouble was she in?
Erin felt so panicky, she missed the first part of what the teacher had to say:

“…I just had to share with you this piece of writing.  See what you think.”

Erin wanted to shrink smaller and smaller.  How would she ever make new friends when they thought she was a moron?

Then the teacher began and Erin looked up for the first time.  The teacher was smiling and the expression she was putting into the reading of the story was just right, so Erin knew the teacher had enjoyed her story.  Gradually Erin realized something else as well.  All the students around her were enjoying it to and laughing at all the jokes and funny predicaments her superhero got himself into.  

Erin began to relax.  Maybe high school wouldn’t be so bad after all.

Homework

A recount

By Miss Marg

When I was young I did something very naughty and I’m still ashamed of it today.  For homework we use to have a chapter of our Maths books to complete and we wrote the answers in our exercise books.  At one stage I decided to just write any answers and hope that the teacher wouldn’t look too closely at my numbers and realize I wasn’t doing the questions.  I got away with it for about three weeks and I was feeling pleased, but there was also a guilty knot in my stomach.  Then one fateful day, my name was called out in that loud ‘you-are-in-so-much-strife’ voice that all teachers use.  Wow, was I in trouble!!

Homework

A procedure

By Miss Marg

This is what you need:

· Your homework book

· Blue and red pens, ruler and grey lead pencil

· This week’s homework sheet

· Your brain switched on!

This is what you do:

· Read all directions carefully.

· Spelling and punctuation will be correct.

· Sentences will be complete and re-read to check that they make sense. 

· Homework sheets will be signed by a parent / responsible family member.

· Homework will be handed in on Friday morning.

Homework

An explanation
By Miss Marg

You have three sets of tasks to complete.  Many children have after school sport or activities at least one night after school, so work out your schedule and spread your homework out over three nights.  This will build up much needed good habits that will greatly assist you in your future years of school.  You may choose which to do first, second and third, and your homework book is to be handed in Friday morning.  We expect at least 15 minutes reading each night.  Many of you do much more reading and we applaud this.  

Here are some expectations that children in grade five should meet when completing homework

· Homework must be well presented.  To achieve this you need to:

· Trim and paste in your homework sheet

· Fill in pages sequentially (in order)

· Rule margins with straight red lines

· Write neatly in pen and use spaces between words

· Complete drawings in colour

· Use a grey lead for Maths problems

· Keep your book clean and store in pocket.

· Read all directions carefully.

· If you don’t understand what to do, speak to Miss Marg during the week – don’t leave it until Friday.

· Spelling and punctuation will be correct.

· Sentences will be complete and re-read to check that they make sense. 

· Homework sheets will be signed by a parent / responsible family member.

· Homework will be handed in on Friday morning.

Homework

A persuasive text (the argument against)
By Miss Marg

Most children in Australian primary schools receive homework from their teachers.  I think that homework should be banned from children’s lives until they go to high school.

Many children are busy after school with extra activities such as sports and hobbies and find homework difficult to fit into their busy routines.

Health experts agree that Australian children are becoming too sedentary and need to exercise more.  If children spent their homework time outside playing, we would have a fitter country.

Children’s lives are becoming too serious too quickly and we should allow children more time to play.

Through these arguments I hope I have proved to you that children in primary school should have no homework. 

Homework

A persuasive text (the argument for)
Most children in Australian primary schools receive homework from their teachers.  I think that homework should be an important part of children’s lives so that they may become successful citizens.

If children do not do homework in primary school, they are very unprepared for what to do in secondary school and really struggle with the work.

Primary school children who complete nightly homework tasks are learning important organizational skills that will benefit them throughout their entire lives.

When children are completing homework, their parents have an opportunity to see their child working, to know how they are going and to become involved in their child’s education.

Through these arguments I hope I have proved to you that children in primary school benefit from homework.
Homework

An information text

By Miss Marg

Grade Five Homework – a Guide for Parents

Building good study habits at home is a vital part of being a successful learner and certainly a skill that will be needed in future years of schooling.  It takes practise, perseverance and patience!

Parents can help in three important ways

· Encouragement

· Monitoring

· Interest

Each week your child will receive a homework sheet with three sets of tasks to complete.  This will usually consist of: spelling words to learn and a task involving these words; a maths problem; a general writing / religion / integrated studies task; and nightly reading.   A suitable amount of time for homework is 20-30 minutes each night.  

There is a line on the sheet for a parent or responsible adult to sign each week.  At the bottom of the sheet is an assessment form where teachers highlight the standard to which the work has been achieved.  The aim for each student is to have each box highlighted in the last row.

At the front of your child’s homework book there is a sheet of expectations that lays out what needs to be done and how to present homework.  A copy is on the reverse of this sheet. 

Homework is sent home Monday and collected for correction on Friday, beginning week three.

Children have been provided with a homework book, pencil and pen in a protective pocket that also contains their diary and home reading book.  The entire pocket should be handed in each Friday.

Homework

A narrative poem
By Miss Marg

I’d like to say I didn’t do it

But I’m afraid I did

I gave my students too much homework

They think I’ve flipped my lid!

I don’t know why I chose to do it

I thought it a good idea

I gave them fifty pages of work

It should only take them a year!
MargD


