English Unit Planner
Level: Gr 3/4     Term:  1 2   2019     Weeks:  1-4
Teachers: Leonie, Fran and Marg 
Language Mode: Writing

	Victorian Curriculum Content Descriptions
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10


	Grade 2  
Create short imaginative, informative and persuasive texts using growing knowledge of text structures and language features for familiar and some less familiar audiences, selecting print and multimodal elements appropriate to the audience and purpose (VCELY230)
Grade 3  
Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts demonstrating increasing control over text structures and language features and selecting print and multimodal elements appropriate to the audience and purpose (VCELY266)
Grade 4  
Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts containing key information and supporting details for a widening range of audiences, demonstrating increasing control over text structures and language features (VCELY299)
Grade 5  
Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive print and multimodal texts, choosing text structures, language features, images and sound appropriate to purpose and audience (VCELY329)


	Reporting Statements
Grade 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]Create clearly structured sentences using correct grammar and punctuation.
Develop clearly structured text and use detailed paragraphs.
Grade 4
Select vocabulary from a range of resources and use accurate spelling.
Accurately select words and punctuation to add detail and interest to writing.
Develop writing pieces that are creative, informative and detailed for different audiences.
 

	Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
We are learning to plan our writing.
I will be successful if…
I can use the story graph to help me plan.
I can plan out a topic for a persuasive text.
I can plan out a story.
I can use what I know about bold beginnings and fulfilling finishes.
I can let my personality shine through my writing to persuade and entertain.





SESSION 1
	WHOLE CLASS FOCUS >> INDIVIDUAL / SMALL GROUP / CLASS SESSION

	Tuning In:
Example of narrative text: ‘Princess and the Pea’.

Focus: Structure of a narrative text
Revisit ‘Story Graph’
Introduce ‘Planning Graph’.  Discuss and identify the components:
Bold Beginning
Paint the Picture - details
Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 with Increasing Interest
Fulfilling Finish

Students practise drawing their own, identifying the components
Use blank planner to deconstruct the example text: ‘Princess and the Pea’.
Do another with ‘The Elves and the Shoemaker’


	REFLECTION
	ASSESSMENT

	Revisit success criteria and use the ‘Where Am I At with My Learning?’ poster:

[image: ]
	We are looking for...
· Students to be able to draw their own planning graph.
· Students to identify each part of the planning graph.
· Students ‘having a go’ at using planning graph.



SESSION 2
	WHOLE CLASS FOCUS >> INDIVIDUAL / SMALL GROUP / CLASS SESSION

	Tuning In:
Example of narrative text: ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’.

Focus: Planning
Deconstruct the example text into characters, problem and solution.
Create our own characters, problem and solution.
Plan out the story using the planning graph.
Students work individually or pairs to write parts of the story.   (*No dialogue)
Regroup to share our work


	REFLECTION
	ASSESSMENT

	Revisit success criteria and use the ‘Where Am I At with My Learning?’ poster:
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	We are looking for...
· Students to be able to draw their own planning graph.
· Students to identify each part of the planning graph.
· Students ‘having a go’ at using planning graph.





SESSION 3
	WHOLE CLASS FOCUS >> INDIVIDUAL / SMALL GROUP / CLASS SESSION

	Tuning In:
Example of persuasive text: ‘Cats Versus Dogs’.

Focus: Structure of a persuasive text
Revisit ‘Story Graph’
Revisit ‘Planning Graph’.  Discuss and identify the components:
Bold Beginning
Paint the Picture details
Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 with increasing interest
Fulfilling finish

Students practise drawing their own, identifying the components
Use blank planner to deconstruct the example text: ‘Cats Versus Dogs’.


	REFLECTION
	ASSESSMENT

	Revisit success criteria and use the ‘Where Am I At with My Learning?’ poster:
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	We are looking for...
· Students to be able to draw their own planning graph.
· Students to identify each part of the planning graph.
· Students ‘having a go’ at using planning graph.





SESSION 4
	WHOLE CLASS FOCUS >> INDIVIDUAL / SMALL GROUP / CLASS SESSION

	Tuning In:
Example of persuasive text: ‘Visit to the Beach’.

Focus: Planning
Deconstruct the example text into characters, problem and solution.
Create our own characters, problem and solution.
Plan out the story using the planning graph.
Students work individually or pairs to write parts of the story.   (*No dialogue)
Regroup to share our work


	REFLECTION
	ASSESSMENT

	Revisit success criteria and use the ‘Where Am I At with My Learning?’ poster:
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	We are looking for...
· Students to be able to draw their own planning graph.
· Students to identify each part of the planning graph.
· Students ‘having a go’ at using planning graph.



Further session to practise the planning and writing skill
Possible topics
· NAPLAN sample 2015
· NAPLAN sample 2016
· School uniforms
· Spelling
· Bedtime
· Free time Friday
· Which is better
· Best game



Resources
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Bold Beginning
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Fulfilling Finish
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Homework
A persuasive text (the argument against)

By Miss Marg

Most children in Australian primary schools receive homework from their
teachers. I think that homework should be banned from children's lives
until they go to high school.

Many children are busy after school with extra activities such as sports
and hobbies and find homework difficult to fit into their busy routines.

Health experts agree that Australian children are becoming too
sedentary and need to exercise more. If children spent their homework
time outside playing, we would have a fitter country.

Children's lives are becoming too serious too quickly and we should allow
children more time to play.

Through these arguments I hope I have proved to you that children in
primary school should have no homework.
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Homework
A persuasive text (the argument for)

Most children in Australian primary schools receive homework from their
teachers. I think that homework should be an important part of
children's lives so that they may become successful citizens.

If children do not do homework in primary school, they are very
unprepared for what to do in secondary school and really struggle with
the work.

Primary school children who complete nightly homework tasks are
learning important organizational skills that will benefit them throughout
their entire lives.

When children are completing homework, their parents have an
opportunity to see their child working, to know how they are going and to
become involved in their child's education.

Through these arguments I hope I have proved to you that children in
primary school benefit from homework.
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@ Too much news

Dear program manager,
There's foo much news on TV. Take off some of the news
and put on more childrens programs please.

Youve got foo much news on your channel. You have it on
uery Bornng Tor e o Then you hav areter. Tty
minites at 1100 am. followed by another hour at lunchiimme
with ANOTHER TWO HOLRS staring at 5 o'clock
and AGAIN at o clock with news breaks all day |1

That' just foo much news because
" Like | said above, you show news for
HOLIRS AND HOURS.
2. You repeat all the same stories and that
makes news REALLY BORING.
3. Your news is sl BAD NEWS whieh st
makes us feel MISERABLE instead of happy

Please, please take off some of the news.
Thank you from Samantha.
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Topic: Reading books is better than watching TV
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Title: Books - magic, mystery and history to hold in your hand

I'miin a fantasy lend - magicel, mysterious and far away. | am a sorceress, a power, &
leader of thousands. Oh... OK, | admit t, I'm in bed, curled up with a book, alone. Though
you're never alone with a book.

Books are not only magical, they are one of the simplest sources of entertainment and
knowledge in our world. Lok around you on planes and trains and automobiles, how
many people are living rich inner worlds while they head to work each day? Check out the
people lying by the pool or on the beach. How many are turing pages and laughing or
learning with a book? You dor't see people lugging a TV to the beach do you? No, there
is the heat and the electcity problem, oh and the small problem of the sand.

With books the information
is always at your fingertips.
Want to check up on that
information about  polar
bears? Tum back a few
pages, there is it, safe and
secure.  On TV, bad luck,
its gono. Sorry if you
sneezed or you had t0 go
to the bathroom or answer
the phone.  Flick... the
moment is over. You wil
never know that polar
beers are left handed
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What are you doing at exactly 8.31pm tomorrow night? TV is great if you want to watch a
movie and you are free. Free that is from homework and from chores ('Jessica, can you
empty the dishwasher?') and free from the phone ringing and your best friend filing you in
onTHE best news of the year... Of course you could always rent the DVD from the local
store and catch up — if you have a spare $8 and if you promise to return it in a day. TV is a
tigid taskmaster, forcing you to obey its schedule, Can't be there at 8.317 Too bad. Yet
your book is waiting patiently for you forever,

You might also want to consider how much an hour of your time is worth. With a book
you could be sure those sixty minutes of reading time are filled with value, knowledge and
inspiration. With TV, ads are allowed to take up twenty minutes of each TV viewing hour.
That's 1/3 of your time where someone is bleating at you to buy a bra, buy a car or shell
out $4500 ('no interest to pay for 3 years’) for a lounge stiite. Hello? You're still in school,
who wants a lounge suite? Plus have you ever noticed how much LOUDER the ads are
onTV? So here's another question. Have you ever seen an ad in a book? No? It biiss.

“Jessica, turn that light off, get to bed!" calls my mother. A sword swings in the magical
forest and | barely hear her. In the distance | hear them tum off the TV and clatter into
bed. | snuggle down deeper with my book, turn another page and just keep on reading.
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Cats vs Dogs

Sizzling Start (5 minutes)

Dogs. They welcome you home with mad barking, and a breath that smells like meat left out in the sun
for a week. They lick their muddy paws (and then some more unmentionable parts) and then they lick
Yyour face. Uggg! Oh please - give me a cat anytime, quiet and purring and so glad to see you!

Argument 1 (5.5 minutes)

Cats are always so calm. They are the Zen pet, the ones who make you slow down and reset and
appreciate the day. They curl up on your lap, instead of jumping up and scratching your legs and yak yak
yak ‘look at me, I'm so needy’ an endless barking regime. No, cats come to your space, ‘oh, you're home,
lovely to see you. Oh let me snuggle beside you.’ They purr with pleasure and somehow quiet your soul.
And who can't resist running their hands over the soft clean fur of a cat, soothing both cat and human
together.

Argument 2 (6.5 minutes)

Cats are the low maintenance queens and kings of the pet kingdom. Want to go away for a week?

Book your dog into a kennel ($300). Alternatively ask your neighbour to feed your cat once a day. ($30
for a gift). A cat is not only independent, but also smart. It will figure out very quickly the new feeding
arrangement, maybe make friends with your neighbour and certainly not bark incessantly for a week
while you are away. Or if you were a dog family and you get home tired after a long day at school. Drop
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Yyour back and head for the fridge, and there’s your mum saying: ‘Take the dog for a walk. What again?
‘Oh and don'’t forget the plastic bags to pick up the dog droppings.’ Yuck, a walk with the dog in the
howling wind with poo in a bag.

Argument 3 (7.5 minutes)

It’s Saturday morning and I'm trying to sleep in. Trying is the key word here. Bark bark bark. The
neighbours are out and their dog is a needy greedy annoyance. Ten minutes of its owners away and you
would think the world is coming to an end. Did you know the biggest neighbourhood complaint is about
barking dogs? It would be on our street too, except mum bought me earplugs. Meanwhile, ever seen

my neighbour’s back yard? Or rather their back lot pit? Big holes in the garden the dog has dug, dead
patches of lawn all over from the wee and let’s not forget the small piles of poo on the lawn, for any
unsuspecting kid like me running to the pool. | walk very carefully when I visit there.

Ending with Impact (9 minutes)

It’s cold, wet and raining. My family and | are curled up on the couches reading and chatting. Next door
1 hear the dog barking and complaining...again. More barking. Then | hear their front door slam and a
voice shouting; ‘OK, alright, we'll go walkies.’ There’s a rustle as my friend Simon tries to attach the lead
to the jumping dog and another slam and the voice of his mum ‘Don't forget the poo bag.’ | just shake
my head and curl up closer on the couch with my cat. She purrs and the sound makes us all happy. A cat
melds with you, comforts you and sometimes, my favourite time, she kneads you with her paws. | run my
hands over her soft fur and smile. Quiet, soft, comforting - cats always make you feel content.




