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Monday Assembly 9.05am

First Week of Advent presented by Grade Five

Music for children to enter silently with and sit down

Procession (from back)
4 candles

1 wreath

1 bible (Large red lectionary)

Introduction
We begin with the sign of the cross.  Together we say… (All join in)  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
A time of waiting is always filled with excitement.  Now we wait to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas.  
A long, long time ago, the people of God waited too.  They knew someone special was coming.  Listen to the story.

Reading: Isaiah 40: 1-5

A reading from the book of Isaiah.  Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term.  A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord.  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be filled up, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all the peoples shall see it together.’   
This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God
Gospel: Luke 3: 15-16
The people of God waited a long time for this promise to be kept.  When John the Baptist came along they thought it might be him. Listen to the story.
A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke.  As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming.   He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  
This is the gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Reflection
Like in our readings, we wait for Christmas too.  To remember the time when that very special baby was born.  The one that God promised.  And his name was….?

All: Jesus!

Here is a picture frame you can make with your hands.  (Fives show how)  
Use your imagination to put pictures in the frame.  
Imagine yourself waiting for Mum or Dad to get home from work. 

Imagine yourself waiting for the postman to bring your birthday cards.  

Imagine a mum and dad waiting for a new baby to arrive.  

Imagine yourself in bed on the night before Christmas.  
We use symbols to help us mark the time of waiting.  

The Advent wreath that always stays green and never dies.  Just like God’s love for us never dies.
The four candles purple, purple, red and purple to mark the 4 weeks before Christmas.  We’ll light the first one today.

The star to remind us of the star that the kings followed to Bethlehem.  Today we will follow a sparkler star back to our classrooms, taking the first candle with us and singing a song about following the Christmas star.

Prayer
God of promises, help us to love you and be kind to one another as we wait for Jesus.

All: Amen 

Song: ‘Following the Christmas Star’ Each grade is called forward, given their candle and lead by grade five child back to their classroom
