[image: image1.png]Literature Circles




Read your group’s text.  You will need to do this more than once and when you answer the questions you may need to go back to the writing to check things.
Before you read think about:

· Finding connections with the text.
· Asking questions.
· Looking for good bits of writing that touch your heart or your head.
· Picturing what you’re reading.
· Noticing new or hard or interesting or important words.

After you’ve read you will respond to the text in your reading log. On the back is the format for doing this.  

Once you’ve completed your written response, you’re all ready for your group’s literature circle.  Make sure you bring along the text and your response. 
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This is what you need:

	· Your reading log.

· A ruled margin. 

· The date written in the margin.

· The title of the book or text.

· The author’s name.

· Your response to the text.
	

	
	Date

1.

2.

3.

5.

6.
	Title:

Author:

Response:



	
	


This is what you do:
1. Write a one sentence summary of the text. What was the text about?  This is information, not your opinion.
2. Write a paragraph about the connections you made with the text.  Connections can be:

· text to self

· text to text (other books/writing you’ve read)

· text to world

3. Write some questions you have about the text.

4. Choose a passage (part) of the text you want to discuss at the literature circle. (You do not need to re-write it, so question 4 does not need any writing done for it.)

5. Draw a small cartoon of a part of the text that you connected with.  This could be a character, setting, event or problem from the text.

6. Choose five words from the text to discuss at the literature circle. You can choose these words because they are new, interesting, important, hard, emotive, funny or strange. Highlight words you didn’t understand and want to ask others about, in yellow.

Now you’re fully armed (!) to come to the literature circle and discuss the text!
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