Before Reading
1. Write about your first impressions of this book from looking at the front cover and reading the blurb.
2. Why did you choose this book? 

3. Check the Novelmania board and find out who else is reading or has read this book, so you can talk to them about it.
Begin Reading!

This book doesn’t use the traditional chapters that novels usually have.  So you’ll have to keep track of the page numbers to complete your responses

Pages 7 - 12
4. This book uses the pictures of the boat and the chopsticks for a special purpose.  Can you work out what it is?
Pages 13 - 16
5. What do you think has happened to Nam-Huong?
6. What’s the difference between onion tears and real tears?

Pages 17 - 20

7. The picture of the boat keeps reappearing.  Can you predict why it is important to the story?

Pages 20 – 26
8. What do you think has happened to Nam’s family?

Pages 27 – 31
9. Have you talked with others about the book yet?  Make sure you share your ideas and questions and listen to what other people think about the book.

10. Nam often writes to animals.  If you were doing that, what types of animals would you write to?

Pages 32 – 45

11. Draw a series of pictures of Nam with her bike illustrating the events and from when she received the bike to when she took it home from school.  See if you can capture Nam’s emotions in your pictures.
12. Has Nam actually spoken to anyone in the story yet?  Why do you think that is?

Pages 46 – 54

13. Complete two character profiles – one for Aunty and one for Miss Lily.


Pages 55 - 62
14. We find out a lot more about what happened to Nam-Huong.  What was the event that brought all the memories back to her?

Pages 63 to the end

15. Chasing Samson into the ocean helps Nam in some way and she is able to tell her story to Miss Lilly.  How has this helped her?  
After Reading

16. Complete a ‘Talk to the Author’ chart.  You can ask her all the questions you still might have about what happened to Nam and her family.
Electives

Choose one or two of the following to complete.

· Create an advertisement for the book so others will read it

· Create an Diana Kidd anthology

· Find Vietnam on our world map
· Write the scene of Nam finding her parents
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‘Onion Tears’

Begin a new page of your reading log

Title:
Author:
Date begun: Date finished:

| | Writeyour responses and answers to questions. Don’t forget to
number each one. Writein full sentences, using correct

- | punctuation and spelling. Take care with illustrations and space
out your work for neat presentation.





