Before Reading
1. Write about your first impressions of this book from looking at the front cover and reading the blurb.
2. Why did you choose this book?

3. Check the Novelmania board and find out who else is reading or has read this book, so you can talk to them about it.

Begin Reading!

Chapter 1 ‘The Meeting’

4. Describe the problem the villagers face and what they decide to do about it.

Chapter 2 ‘Sheba’

5. What happened to Rowan’s father?

6. Create a character profile of Rowan.

7. What does ‘His feet felt like stones’ mean?

Chapter 3 ‘The Heroes’

8. Rowan has a terrible dream.  Can you make any connections with his nightmare?

Chapter 4 ‘Seeing is Believing’

9. Why does Rowan have to go to the Mountain?


Chapter 5 ‘The Mountain’

10. What do you think the white patches on the map might mean?

11. Draw the group as they begin their journey.  Include what you have visualized the surrounding area to look like.

Chapter 6 ‘The Forest’

12. Which character runs in fear from the spiders?  What fear would you run from?

Chapter 7 ‘Dreams’

13. What does Rowan think about Strong John?  Give your opinion of Rowan’s feelings?

Chapter 8 ‘Flesh and Blood’

14. What are some strong words and phrases the author uses in this chapter?
Chapter 9 ‘Moving On’

15. How had Rowan’s feelings for the three remaining adults changed from the beginning of the story?
Chapter 10 ‘Endless Night’

16. Why does Allun’s journey end in this chapter?

Chapter 11 ‘The Snare’

17. Predict what you think will happen in the final two chapters.

Chapter 12 ‘Bravest Heart’

18. What do you think the author’s message about ‘fear’ might be?

Chapter 13 ‘The Answer’

19. Give your opinion of the final chapter.  What did you enjoy/not enjoy?  What surprised/disappointed you?

20. Look back at your Chapter 2 character profile. In a different colour, add words that describe Rowan by the end of the story.

After Reading

21. Create an Emily Rodda anthology

Electives

Choose one or two of the following to complete.

· Create an advertisement for the book so others will read it

· Write a conversation Rowan might have with Sheba when he gets back from the Mountain

· Paint a dragon

· Check out the author’s website: www.emilyrodda.com
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Begin a new page of your reading log

Title:
Author:
Date begun: Date finished:

Writeyour responses and answers to questions. Don’t forget to
number each one. Writein full sentences, using correct

- | punctuation and spelling. Take care with illustrations and space
out your work for neat presentation.





