Before Reading
1. Write about your first impressions of this book from looking at the front cover and reading the blurb.
2. Why did you choose this book? 

3. Check the Novelmania board and find out who else is reading or has read this book, so you can talk to them about it.
Begin Reading!

Chapter 1 Saturday Play
4. How did Specky get his nickname?

Chapter 2 Footy Blood
5. Draw a Venn diagram showing the similarities and differences between Specky and his Dad.  Leave room to add more as you read further
Chapter 3 Footyhead
6. Why is Specky surprised by the photo?
Chapter 5 Could Be?
7. What connections are you making with the story so far?

Chapter 7 Sensational Specky 
8. What are some words used by the author that make the game descriptions so good? Concentrate on the adjectives
Chapter 8 More Important? 
9. If you were Specky, what would you tell his father?
Chapter 9 The Truth 
10. What was your emotional response to the events in this chapter?
Chapter 10 Adopted!
11. Why do you think Specky wants to know as much as he can?

12. Why do you think his parents are reluctant to tell him? 

Chapter 12 

13. How would you feel if you were Simmo?
Chapter 13 His Dream 

14. Why has the author put in passages of writing in italics with a football beside it?
Chapter 14 Magnificent MCG 

15. What makes the MCG day so special for Specky?


Chapter 16 Specky’s Search
16. What is surprising about Chriskicks?
Chapter 20 Footy Fame
17. What were your reactions to the events in this chapter?
Chapter 24
18. What does Specky learn about his biological father and his adoptive father?
After Reading

19. Give this book a rating out of 10 stars.
20. Revisit your Venn diagram and see if you need to add or change anything.

Electives

Choose one or two of the following to complete.

· Find out if there are any more Specky McGee books 

· Create an open-minded portrait for Specky.  You may need more than two pages.

· Research Gary Lyon’s football career.

· Make an A4 poster advertising the book so others will read it.
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Writeyour responses and answers to questions. Don’t forget to
number each one. Writein full sentences, using correct
punctuation and spelling. Take care with illustrations and space
out your work for neat presentation.





