

Comprehension Policy

Our Beliefs about Comprehension
Comprehension is not the same as reading.
Comprehension is about making sense and making meaning.

Comprehension requires explicit teaching and constant practice using a rich variety of texts.

There are various levels of comprehension.

Comprehension is developmental.

Comprehension adds depth to our understanding.

Therefore in our classrooms we need to:
· Provide access to a rich variety of quality texts.

· Give explicit instruction and modelling on comprehension strategies.

· Assess students’ comprehension skills and plan accordingly.

· Incorporate the use of comprehension strategies into our daily practise across the curriculum.

· Make comprehension lessons enjoyable and engaging.

· Expect children to develop comprehension strategies and to be able to articulate these.

· Build an expectation that comprehension strategies are used in all areas of the curriculum.

Defining the Comprehension Strategies
Prior Knowledge / Predicting

When I’m reading, my brain is switched on and ticking over!  I bring to the text what I already know about the subject.  I actively engage with the text and predict what will happen.  

· “What’s going to happen next?”

· “I bet I know what he’s going to do when…”
Making Connections

There are 3 levels of connecting 

· Connecting to things in my own life.  Eg. ‘When the same thing happened to me, I…’

· Connecting to things I’ve read or seen elsewhere Eg. ‘This reminds me of that movie where…’

· Connecting to things I know about the world. Eg. ‘I saw the same thing happen on the news last night.

Questioning

Questions can be ‘fat’ or ‘skinny’

Who?     What?     Where? 

How?     When?      Why?

Visualizing

Creating pictures in your head based on what’s happening in the writing is one of the most powerful ways of understanding what’s going on and getting deeper meaning and enjoyment from reading.

Inferring

Inferring is about reading between the lines; hearing what the author is saying even if they haven’t directly written it.  Inferring is an important skill, not just in reading text but in reading other people’s tone of voice and body language!

Summarizing

Our brains can sum up what’s happened in the story, or what information the text has given us.  We can use our own words to describe this. 
Evaluating / Determining Importance

As we read, switched-on brains pick up what bits are the most important.  This is especially useful for reading non fiction texts.  We pick out key words.  We identify fact and opinion.  We work out which parts are more important than others.  We make a judgement on how accurate the information is.

Synthesizing

Synthesizing is about adding what you’ve read, to all the knowledge that’s already in your brain and coming up with a better understanding of a particular topic.
Expectations
That each class will administer the Reading Progress Test to all children at the beginning of each year.  
That planning time will be used to analyse results and design curriculum goals for effective teaching.

Resources
Reading Progress Test
Into the Book website

Strategies that Work

Western Australia First Steps Reading
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