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Religious Education Planner
~ Grade Three & Four ~

‘Creation: Living in Harmony’

Term IV Weeks 1-7, 2017
In this unit students investigate the Christian tradition of stewardship and the equitable use of the earth’s resources. Students are invited to identify either a local or global environmental issue, and to analyse what causes this issue and how it affects human life. Students evaluate their values and beliefs about this issue in the light of Catholic social teaching and the Scriptures. They identify and plan ways that they can respond to this issue as stewards of creation.
	Faith Concepts

	Creator, creation, stewardship, harmony, justice, sustainability


	Seeking Understanding

	How do the choices we make about the environment affect people in other places?

Why is it important for Christians to use the earth justly? 


	Understandings

	The environment is given by God to be used and shared by all people.

Jesus Christ showed us how to live in harmony with God, creation and others.

The choices we make about how we use the environment can have positive or negative effects on people and environments in other places.

All people have a right to share in the goods of creation.

The choices we make about how we use the earth and its resources need to be just for all people. 


	Scripture Text 

	Ps 148: 1–4; Lk 14: 12–24. 


	Knowledge and Understanding

	Students will learn about: 

· The concept of stewardship in the Christian tradition.

· The main elements of Lev 19: 9–10, Deut 26: 12–15 and Isa 58: 6–7 that include sharing equitably the world’s resources among all people.

· The fragility of the environment and of human life which calls for the Christian response of stewardship.

· Ways in which people can use and misuse the earth, and the consequences of this for the development of the earth and for human life. 


	Reasoning & Responding

	Students will learn to:

· Analyse the cause and effect of an environmental issue.

· Apply the Christian understanding of stewardship to a contemporary environmental issue.

· Identify ways in which they can use the earth’s resources justly and equitably. 


	Personal & Communal Engagement

	Students will undertake to:

· Raise awareness of ways in which misuse of the earth’s resources affects the environment and human life.

· Plan an action to improve an environment that has been misused. 

· Plan an action that contributes to the lives of people affected by misuse of the earth’s resources.


	Religious Education Standards

	Students evaluate their choices and actions by reflecting on Scripture and Church teaching. 


	Orientation to Inquiry - What do students already know, think or feel in relation to the topic? What are students’ questions about the topic? What experiences and reflections can we offer students to become engaged with the topic?

	Immersion

Immerse students in literature that deals with change and development of the natural environment, e.g. The Big Picture Book by John Long; Belonging by Jeannie Baker; The Dying Sea by Michael Bright; Green Fingers by Emily Rodda. 

	Our Local Place

Students view a diversity of images of Australian natural and urban landscapes. Identify places they would like to visit. List possible ways in which these places might be threatened or changed by development, e.g. pollution, waste, loss of ecosystem, overuse of resources.

Assessment for Learning

This task will indicate students’ prior knowledge of some of the effects of human involvement with the planet, and some of the possible ethical issues that arise from this involvement. 

	Our Global Place

View global images of natural and developed environments from both the developed and developing worlds. Show a range of positive and negative images of these environments. Ask students to sequence the pictures in order of most positive to most negative images of the environment in a way that makes most sense to them.

Ask: 

Why did you place the pictures in this position?

How does that image cause you to feel or think?

What does that picture tell you?

Are there any pictures that concern or worry you?

Assessment for Learning

This task will indicate the experiences, attitudes and values that students bring to this topic.


	Development - What experiences and religious texts will provide new learning for students? What skills will students need in order to work with these resources? What strategies and tools will enable students to think and reflect on these experiences and texts? How will students process their thinking and learning?

	Analysing An Environmental Issue

Who are the people who enjoy the earth’s resources?

Who are the people who miss out? 

How does this affect how they live?

What are some of the ways people misuse the environment? What effects does this have on others’ lives?

Am I using resources carefully?

Is this a need or a want?

What impact do my decisions have on the environment and on others’ lives?

Use some of these questions to investigate one specific issue concerned with how the earth’s resources are used, and the consequences of this for people’s lives. This could be done at a local or global context.

Global context: Global issues include access to water in developing countries, famine, and how natural disasters affect people’s livelihoods and lives. The websites for Caritas Australia, Oz Spirit and United Nations Cyber School Bus have excellent information and resources for students to use. 

Local context: At a local level students could look at the cause and effect of environmental issues on people’s lives, such as the use of water and energy at school, plastic bags in the environment, pollution, or packaging and waste (see websites below). 

	The Kids Footprint website is a useful tool that enables students to measure their ecological footprint, i.e. the amount of nature required to sustain each student’s daily living choices (see the ‘Resources’ section for web addresses).

In collaborative groups or individually students record what they have learned about this issue, what causes the situation and how people’s lives are affected, through one of the following modes (students choose the mode):

· flow chart showing how use of the environment affects people’s lives 

· diorama or 3D model showing cause and effect

· written explanation

	Stewardship: Prayer 

Explore and pray a hymn, prayer or psalm that focuses on stewardship, e.g. Psalm 148, Canticle of Brother Sun by St Francis of Assisi (KWL, 2nd edn, Year 4, Chapter 2, pp. 2–3). 

Consider: 

· What does this prayer/song say to you about treating oneself, others and the world?  

· What does it say to you about the issue you investigated? 

In their journals students respond through word and/or image to these questions.

Assessment as Learning
The journal will enable students to reflect upon and monitor their learning in relation to their attitudes, values and beliefs.

	Stewardship and Creation

Read ‘Living the Gospel’ (KWL, 2nd edn, Year 4, Chapter 2, pp. 14 and 18). Discuss with the students what it is to be a steward.  

How can you be a steward in relation to the issue we have explored?

Students record as many ideas as possible about ways they can respond as stewards of creation to the issues explored.

	My Responsibility as a Steward of Creation

If students have looked at an issue in which people live in poverty as a result of a damaged environment, explore what this might mean for them as Christian students living in a developed, affluent country.

Deepen the exploration by reading the following texts: 

· Lev 19: 9–10

· Deut 26: 12–15

· Isa 58: 6–7

Students firstly capture the message of one of the texts in its original setting and time through pictures and a couple of sentences. Then students consider how this message relates to the issue that they have explored. 

The message back then

The message now

Assessment of Learning

This task will allow students to demonstrate how they understand and interpret the specific text in the context of the issue under investigation.


	Synthesis - How will students demonstrate their understandings, beliefs, values, skills and feelings in relation to the topic? How will students take action based on their learning? What strategies and tools will enable students to discern their action, to plan and implement action and to evaluate their action?

	Reflection Through de Bono’s Hats

By using de Bono’s six thinking hats students reflect on their learning, e.g:

Red Hat – How do you feel about the issue of …? 

Yellow Hat – What are the positive things about how the earth’s resources are used in this situation?  

Black Hat – What are the negative things about how the earth’s resources are used in this issue?

Green Hat – How could we improve or support the situation? 

Blue Hat – What have you learned about being a steward of creation? 

Assessment of/as Learning

The reflection through de Bono’s Hats will enable students to monitor changes in their thinking, perceptions and learning. It will also provide teachers with evidence of students’ understanding and knowledge of the topic.

	Taking Action

As a class, students decide on what action they would like to take in relation to the issue they analysed. This could take the form of awareness-raising for others, initiating a project that restores the environment, or joining with others in the community who are already undertaking action to heal and protect the earth.
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