Guided Research
History Path
An historical event you could research could be:

· Pompeii

· Black Saturday

· Ash Wednesday

· Black Friday

· Hurricane Katrina

· Cyclone Tracey

· Krakatau (Krakatoa)
· The Black Death

· The Boxing Day Tsunami

· Newcastle Earthquake

· The Dust Bowl

· Threadbo avalanche - Stuart Diver’s story

Use ‘4 Ws and an H’ for researching one of these events.   Include 

Maths Path
This activity uses the ‘Natural Disasters’ Timeline (‘Natural Disasters, Nature in Turmoil’ RIC Publications)

Of these disasters recorded on the time line:

Which type of disaster has caused the most deaths?  Show your evidence as a graph.
Which type of disaster has occurred the most frequently?  Show your evidence in a table.
Plot the scale of each earthquake on a graph

Now research other sources to:

Make a timeline of Australian natural disasters

Geography Path
This activity uses the ‘Natural Disasters’ Timeline (‘Natural Disasters, Nature in Turmoil’ RIC Publications)

Use a large world map to mark the locations of all the volcanoes.

Use a large world map to mark the locations of all the earthquakes

Use a large world map to mark the locations of all the hurricanes and cyclones
Use a large world map to record the locations of all the disasters of the 20th Century

Now research other sources to:

See if you can update the timeline to include natural disaster events since 2005

Technology Path

How can technology save lives when natural disasters threaten?  

How has the threat of an earthquake changed the way buildings are constructed?

Earth Science Path
Research topics include:

What are some of the major causes of natural disasters? (don’t try and do them all!)

What information can I find about ‘The Ring of Fire?’
What are Tectonic plates and what role do they play as part of our planet?

How and why does a volcano erupt?

What conditions cause cyclones / tornados / hurricanes to form?

How does human activity increase/decrease the severity of a natural disaster?
Personal Path

How would a natural disaster affect you?  

Make a table of all the possible natural disasters and rate their likelihood of having a personal impact upon you and your family eg.  Likely / Possible / Very unlikely / Almost impossible.

Develop a plan for your family in the case of a disaster.  It may included the following

· What equipment should we have prepared?

· What would we do about relatives, pet, possessions? 
· How would we cope if services (water, gas, electricity) were interrupted?
· How is our home prepared?  

· How would we communicate if we got separated?  

· If we had to leave our home, where would we go?  

· Who would we contact?  Who could help us?
Resources you will need: your family’s input and co-operation.  Geelong City Council contact

Community Path
Black Saturday was a devastating event for Victoria.  Research the Royal Commission into the bushfires and find out:

Why was this day so devastating?

What are some of the lessons we’ve learned about: 

· road access?

· fire shelters?

· community safe havens?

· communication systems?

· the ‘stay or go’ policy?

· early warning systems?

What are some of the actions our government has taken as a result of what we’ve learnt?  

Eg. television advertising, community information, text messages, changes to early warning systems, building codes.
What have been some of the problems for the people trying to rebuild their lives after the fires?

Make a list of all the community services and charities that went into action when the Black Saturday fires occurred.  What did each organization do?
Research will not just be looking in books and googling.  You will need to ask adults for help - your family members, community members.   You may need to email community organizations and services.  You can use the community directories at the beginning of the phone book to give you ideas.
