[image: image1.png]Now you've had an introduction to each type of
natural disaster, let's look deeper. Choose an
area of interest to you using the pathways we've
suggested. If you have another idea, write up a
paragraph about what you'd like to do and discuss
it with your teachers.
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[image: image4.png]Looking at disaster events of the past.

An historical event you could research could be:

o Pompeii o The Black Death

o Black Saturday o Gyclone Tracey

o Ash Wednesday o The Boxing Day Tsunami

o Black Friday o Newcastle Earthquake

o Hurricane Katrina o The Dust Bowl

o Krakatau (Krakatoa) o Thredbo avalanche - Stuart Diver’s story

Use ‘4 Ws and an H' graphic organizer to help you find out about one of these events. You would be
telling the story of before, during and after these events and most importantly you would include
how humans responded, coped and managed.
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[image: image6.png]Use the ‘Natural Disasters’ Timeline ('Natural Disasters, Nature in Turmoil’ RIC Publications) to
research some of these questions. You can also think up questions of your own.

Of the disasters recorded on the time line:

o Which type of disaster has caused the most deaths? Show your evidence as a graph.
o Which type of disaster has occurred most frequently? Show your evidence in a table.
©  Plot the scale of each earthquake on a graph

You could also research other sources to:

o Make a timeline of Australian natural disasters

o Find out which continent has had the most bushfires (or earthquakes or tsunamis or hurricanes)
in the past 10 years.



 

[image: image7.png]Geography Path




[image: image8.png]Use the ‘Natural Disasters’ Timeline ('Natural Disasters, Nature in Turmoil’ RIC Publications) to
research some of these.

o Use a large world map to mark the locations of all the volcanoes / earthquakes / hurricanes and
cyclones.
o Use a large world map to record the locations of all the disasters of the 20th Century.

Use other sources to:

o See if you can update the timeline to include natural disaster events since 2005

® Research the characteristics the earth has to have for a natural disaster to occur in that area.
|eg. Bushfires need dry forest-type fuel, Earthquakes only occur where the plates of the earth
meet.

You can also think up questions of your own.
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[image: image10.png]How would a natural disaster affect you?

Make a table of all the possible natural disasters and rate their likelihood of having a personal
impact upon you and your family eg. Likely / Possible / Very unlikely / Almost impossible.
Develop a plan for your family in the case of a disaster. It may included the following

What equipment should we have prepared?

What would we do about relatives, pet, possessions?

How would we cope if services (water, gas, electricity) were interrupted?

How is our home prepared?

How would we communicate if we got separated?

If we had to leave our home, where would we go?

Who would we contact? Who could help us?

How would we recover after? (damage repair, insurance, government assistance, friends,
community help)

You can also think up questions of your own.
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[image: image12.png]How our Earth works.
Research some of these: {no point in doing something you already know about, so don't!)

o What are some of the major causes of natural disasters? (don't try and do them alll)
o What information can | find about ‘The Ring of Fire?’

o What are Tectonic plates and what role do they play as part of our planet?

o How and why does a volcano erupt?

o What conditions cause cyclones / tornados / hurricanes to form?

o How does human activity increase/decrease the severity of a natural disaster?

o What conditions cause avalanches / mudslides / landslides to happen?

You can also think up questions of your own.
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[image: image14.png]Black Saturday was a devastating event for Victoria. Research into these bushfires and find out the
lessons we've learned about:

® road access ® community safe havens o the ‘stay or go' policy

o fire shelters ® communication systems ® early warning systems

What are some of the actions our government has taken as a result of what we've learnt?
Eg. television advertising, community information, text messages, changes to early warning systems,
building codes. {Use the Royal Commission findings to help)

Research the community services and charities that go into action when events such as Black
Saturday occur. What does each organization do?

Find a community member that has experienced a serious natural disaster and present a detailed
account of their story.

Interview a community member who works in disaster relief. They may like to be a quest speaker for
our class!
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[image: image16.png]How can technology save lives when natural disasters threaten?

How has the threat of an earthquake changed the way buildings are constructed?

How do city councils manage areas that flood easily?

Research the types of technological equipment used to detect, measure or fight natural

disasters: eg. a seismograph, satellites, ‘Elvis’, communication systems, all the gadgets on a fire
engine!
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[image: image18.png]Use a variety of sources: books, websites, video, photos, articles, pamphlets, people,
organizations.

Take notes as you research. Use dot points and try to bundle similar information into groups
under headings.

Be critical as you research. Information is more likely to be accurate when it comes from more
than one source.

Organize your equipment and time so you don't waste either. Keep everything together so each
session we do this, it takes no more than 2 minutes to get settled.

Be wise enough to work with the right people and brave enough to keep away from those who will
stop your working. Doesn’t mean you'll lose them as friends - it's just you know you'll both get
more done when you're not side by side. And be okay about it when your friend doesn't want to
work next to you. - they're doing you a favour!!

Aim for a deep understanding.
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[image: image20.png]We have a rich array of natural disaster books. Do not keep these in your tubs!!!!

Our 'Disaster’ myclasses page has lots of links. Eg. The ‘Behind the News' site is great. Always
right click and ‘open in a new tab’. Thig is far more effective than going forward and back.

Google is a powerful tool but you need to give the search engine as much help as you can to narrow
down your search. Stay away from ‘sponsored links' and be critical about the accuracy of information
from some sites.

Research will not just be looking in books and Googling. You will need to ask adults for help - your
family members, community members.  You may need to email community organizations and
services. You can use the community directories at the beginning of the phone book to give you
ideas. Check the Geelong City Council website. Try organizations such as the Red Cross, the SEC
(State Emergency Services), the CFA (Country Fire Authority), Victorian and Federal Government
websites, power, water and gas companies.
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[image: image22.png]Keep a complete list of all your sources. Record the title of every book you've used, the address of
each website, the name of any person, the name of each paper/magazine/pamphlet you used an

article from.
Your bibliography page will be a part of your assessment.
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[image: image25.png]Skills [ should bz developing:

* Choosing and using graphic organizers.

* Using a variety of sources to research.

* Taking dot point notes.

* (learly stating my ideas through writing or talking.

* Sequencing ideas in a logical manner.

* (o-operation.

* Using an atlas to find countries, cities and locations all over
the world.

* Using a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words.




[image: image26.png]Knowledge I should be developing:

* How do different types of natural disasters occur?

* What do communities do when natural disasters happen?

* What preparations are necessary for us in Geelong?

* How does our management of the environment take into
account natural disasters?

* What does knowing this information mean? What difference
will it make to us and our community?




[image: image27.png]Astitudes [ should be developing:

* Compassion for those affected by natural disasters.
* Curiosity for how the world works.

* [nvolvement in my family's decision making.

* Congideration for others’ working needs.

* Discipline, determination and pride in my working habits.













