School Leaders

An important event for grade 5 is beginning soon as our school chooses its leaders for 2012.  It’s one of the lovely traditions of our school to vote in a boy and girl School Captain and 8 Sport Captains (2 for each team).  
Teachers understand the necessity of dealing with the children sensitively.  Every effort is made to prepare the students for the excitement and responsibility of leadership, but also for the chance of disappointment, and we’re very real about it because not everybody gets to be a leader.
The process goes like this:

School Captains

Grade 5s rate each other on the following attributes we see as important for school captains.  The rating is done anonymously.
· Is fair and kind

· Is honest and trustworthy

· Is hard-working

· Is usually on time for school and classes

· Does a job when they’re asked to

· Is organized 

· Speaks confidently in front of an audience

· Listens to others and takes turns to speak

· Knows when to talk and when to work

· Dresses by school rules including hair/jewellery

· Is nice to you whether you’re friends or not

The students who score the highest in these areas overall are asked to become our nominees for captains and are presented with a certificate to acknowledge their achievement as being voted by their peers as great leaders.   Grade Five and Staff then vote for 1 boy and 1 girl to become school captain and the results are announced on the night of our end of year Mass.

Sports Captains

The students of both grade 4 and grade 5 are asked to rate the grade 5s in their team according to attributes needed for good sports captains.   The rating is done anonymously.
· Can organize people

· Is fair

· Speaks positively to people

· Tries their best

· Is a good sport

The 2 students who score highest in each colour are chosen as Sports captains.  For the past 5 years, this has not been done 1 boy captain and 1 girl captain because it was realized that the boy/girl ratio in each team is not equal and in some years there may only be 1 girl or 1 boy in a particular team.  Students and teachers agreed this was not a fair system so sports captains are the two highest scorers, regardless of gender.  Sports captains are announced at our end of year mass as well and the 2011 Team Captains hand over the flags.

Sometimes a student may win the school and sports captain title, so we ask every possible nominee which they’d prefer if that happened.  

Leadership roles are seen by both Grade 5 and 6 as very important and we ask for your positive support when your children speak with you.  Marg in Grade 5/6 is more than happy to hear from parents if you have any comments or questions.
