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‘Minds in the Making’
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	Big Idea and Throughline

	Well Being – Our sense of wellbeing as a successful learner will be enhanced when we develop positive social relationships and attitudes, adopt diverse learning styles and approaches, and establish habits of mind and co-operative behaviours to assist learning.


	Understandings 

	Understanding how we learn and where our strengths lie helps us set goals for future learning & improvement. 
The brain is the organ in our bodies that helps us think, feel and understand. Understanding more about the brain can help us become more effective learners. 

We all have different learning styles and preferences.  
There are things we can do to enhance the effectiveness of our learning 
There are many ways we can access, process and communicate ideas, such as Thinking Hats, Bloom’s Taxonomy, Habits of Mind, Keys to Learning. 


	Focus Questions

	What helps me to learn? 
Do we learn in different ways? 
How do I make the most of what I learn? 
What role does my brain play in my learning? 
How does my brain work? 
	What thinking strategies help me to learn? 
What are visual organisers and why do we use them? 
What can I do in the classroom to make sure I learn best? 
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	VELS Standards

	Physical, Personal and Social Learning Strand

Health and Physical Education Domain 

Health Knowledge and Promotion

They describe the physical, social and emotional dimensions of health and establish health goals and plan strategies for improving their personal health.  
Interpersonal Development Domain 

Working in Teams

At Level Four students work effectively in different teams and take on a variety of roles to complete tasks of varying length and complexity.  
They explain the benefits of working in a team.  They provide feedback to others and evaluate their own and the team’s performance. 

Personal Learning Domain 

The Individual Learner

At Level 4, students identify, with support, their preferred learning styles and use strategies that promote learning.  They monitor and describe progress in their learning and demonstrate learning habits that address their individual needs.  They identify and explain how different perspectives and attitudes can affect learning.  They negotiate learning improvement goals and justify the choices they make about their own learning.  Students actively develop, monitor and refine protocols that create a positive learning environment in the classroom.
Managing Personal Learning

They persist when experiencing difficulty with learning tasks.  They seek and use learning support when needed from peers, teachers and other adults.  They practise positive self talk.  They demonstrate a positive attitude to learning within and outside the classroom.
Discipline-based Learning Strand

Science Domain
Science Knowledge and Understanding

Students apply the terms relationships, models and systems appropriately as ways of representing complex structures.  They identify and explain the connections between systems in the human body and their various functions.  
Interdisciplinary Learning Strand

Thinking Processes Domain

Reasoning, Processing and Inquiry
At Level Four students develop their own questions for investigation, collect relevant information from a range of sources and make judgments about its worth.  They distinguish between fact and opinion.  They use the information they collect to develop concepts, solve problems or inform decision making.  They develop reasoned arguments using supporting evidence.
Creativity
At Level Four students use creative thinking strategies to generate imaginative solutions when solving problems  They demonstrate creativity in their thinking in a range of contexts and test the possibilities of concrete and abstract ideas generated by themselves and others.
Reflection, Evaluation and Metacognition
At Level Four students use a broad range of thinking processes and tools, and reflect on evaluate their effectiveness.  They articulate their thinking processes.  They document changes in their ideas and beliefs over time.

	Related Religious Education Unit

	‘Be Compassionate, Choose Justice!’


	IMMERSION
	Tuning In

What activities might stimulate the students’ interests and emotions in exploring the targeted understandings? What might motivate and challenge students?
	Learning Experiences including ICT Opportunities,

 Strategies and Resources

	
	· 
	Rotational activities – problem solving using different learning strengths and skills 

Multiple Intelligence Survey for learning journal



	GATHERING
	Preparing to Find Out

What do the students already know about this topic? What questions do they have in relation to the topic?


	Mind Map – the Brain
Q chart – the Brain

Survey of community/family member – what helps us learn?

Y chart on learning in learning journal ‘This is the Classroom for Me’
Word search using ‘brain words’



	GATHERING
	Finding Out

What experiences can we provide to assist students to gather new information about the topic? What activities will assist students to achieve the intended outcomes?
	PROCESSING
	Sorting Out

What activities will help students to process and represent this new information?



	
	Using Q chart questions, children develop their own inquiry into the brain and learning.
Resources will include fact sheets, myclasses links, non fiction, learning federation objects 
	
	Children use a table format to record answers to their questions and an additional table for ‘other’ information I’ve found.  

Presentation choices include electronic, poster and book form.  Work shared through an oral presentation and classroom display – myclasses for electronic presentations. Children are given an assessment rubric outlining the requirements of the inquiry and enabling them to choose how to present their information to the class

	PROCESSING
	Reflecting and Evaluating

What are the feelings, values and attitudes associated with student learning so far? What thinking tools can we use to extend students thinking in relation to their learning so far?


	Learning Centre activities to extend the topic into learning about 

Habits of Mind

DeBono’s Hats

Brain Gym

Learning styles

Memory

 (topics to be included will be decided after inquiry)

	COMMUINICATING
	Going Further/ Taking Action

What are the things that students are still wondering about? What activities will extend understanding of the topic? How can students make links with their learning to the real world ( home, school, community, wider community)
	Children develop a Personal Learning Statement including a profile of themselves as a learner, what strategies they will adopt for learning and what learning goals they have.


Assessment

	Assessment for Learning - undertaken to ascertain student’s prior knowledge, perceptions & misconceptions.  The evidence gathered through this assessment is used to inform teaching and planning. (Formative)

	Mind Map – the Brain

Y chart – ‘This is the Classroom for Me’

	Assessment as Learning - focuses on ongoing constructive feedback and on developing the student’s capacity to self assess and reflect on their learning - to improve their future learning and understanding. (On-going)

	Children are given an assessment rubric outlining the requirements of the inquiry and enabling them to choose how to present their information to the class

	Assessment of Learning - makes judgements about what the student has learned in relation to the teaching and learning goals.  It should be comprehensive and reflect the learning growth over the period assessed. (Summative)

	Personal Learning Statement
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