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You can use your notebook to collect and explore information and ideas by writing, sketching and gluing in artifacts.

List favourite foods, movies, books, places you love.

Write the title of a special time in your life.

Stencil the name of a special person.

Glue in a photo.

Respond to a poem or story and say how it speaks to you.

Sketch the people you love.

Jot down memories related to a favourite object.

Glue in a letter, card or postcard from a special person.

Collect strong story leads.

Use this term’s integrated studies topic for ideas.

Paste in tickets from a special event you attended.

Sketch something that is going on in your life right now.

Paste in a great picture you’ve found.

Make a map of your bedroom, house, neighbourhood.

Copy in some funny/touching/ inspiring quotes 
Make a web of special moments/important people.

Glue in a magazine or newspaper headline or article.

Check Miss Marg’s Writer’s Notebook for ideas.
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Once you’ve added a seed it’s time to think.  Thinking takes quiet time by yourself.  What does this seed make you to think of?   You can express your ideas in several ways:
· Use the headings ‘I Think’, ‘I Feel’, ‘I Wonder’ to put down ideas.

· Write random words that the seed draws from your mind.
· Use a graphic organizer.

· Make a list.
· Use the Thinking Hats.
· Use the headings ‘I Remember’, ‘I Hope’, ‘I Imagine’.
· Draw a Venn Diagram to find similarities and differences between two ideas.
· For photos, use these questions to help.
Who is in the photo?   
What is happening?  
What does this photo make me think about?   
What would I be doing if I was in the photo?

· Make a concept map or a flow chart.

· Use a Thinker’s Key.
Check Miss Marg’s Writer’s Notebook for ideas on setting out your pages.
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The bottom third of each page is always devoted to ‘TOPICS’.  This is where you take your thinking and shape it. 

Rule a line two-thirds down the page and write the heading ‘TOPICS’.

For each seed in your writer’s notebook, you should create 4 or 5 ideas for writing.  

Give your ideas for topics ‘working titles’ and write beside it the text type you would use.

Different text types (genres) you could use:

	Writing to Entertain

narratives (fairy tales, fables, fiction, drama, fantasy, snapshots, myths…), poetry (limericks, free verse, haiku, song lyrics…), jokes

Writing to Inquire

surveys, questionnaires, interviews

Writing to Describe

reports, menus, glossaries, blurbs, descriptions, snapshots

Writing to Persuade

arguments, reviews, opinions, job applications, editorials, advertisements
	
	Writing to Recount
biographies, journal entries, retellings, reviews, autobiographies…

Writing to Socialise

invitations, apologies, messages, notes, personal letters, announcements

Writing to Explain

explanations, memos, reports, rules, policies, timetables

Writing to Instruct

directions, instructions, procedures (recipes experiments, how to…)


Check Miss Marg’s Writer’s Notebook for ways to complete the TOPICS section.

Formats for Presenting

What will your writing look like when you present it?  Here are some choices:

Magazine, letter, book, brochure, pamphlet, newspaper, chart, journal, slide show…

You need to think about this at the planning stage as it will affect how you do your draft.
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Your Writer’s Notebook is now rich with ideas for writing!  Add to it throughout the year.  From here you can choose any idea that inspires you and develop it into a writing piece.
Things to consider:

· Who’s your audience?

· What text type are you using?

· What about spelling and handwriting?

· Writing needs thinking time and we can’t think and talk to others at the same time, so we work silently.  If we need help and advice from others, we take a partner down to the talking table.
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Use the posters in the room to help you set out your writing in the correct format. There are writing plans to help you too.

The ‘No Excuses’ books can assist with spelling. 
The ‘Which Word?’, ‘Rich Writing’ books and classroom thesauruses are a great help to make your words come alive!

We can ask others for help, but we need to be respectful of their need to think and work too. Ask a classmate politely if you can take them to the talking table for some advice and don’t keep them too long.
Teachers will help too, but they shouldn’t be your first option.  Being in Grade Five means learning how to be independent problem-solvers!
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