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	mistake
	Magic e words (part 1) 

Tip: the ‘magic e’ can make a vowel say its name instead of its sound

	surprise
	

	complete
	

	these
	

	useful
	

	umpire
	

	closely
	

	female
	


	centre
	When ‘c’ makes a soft sound

Tip: The letter c followed by e, i or y is pronounced like the letter s.

	juicy
	

	peaceful
	

	pencil
	

	once
	

	bicycle
	

	silence
	

	city
	


	princess
	Blends

Tip: a blend is two or more consonants together in a word which keep their individual sound, while blending smoothly together when pronounced.  Eg. bl, gr, sn, sw, st, str, sm.

	place
	

	snake
	

	started
	

	swimming
	

	brother
	

	blue
	

	great
	


	liquid
	Sound combination: qu

Tip: qu is always followed by a vowel.

	acquire
	

	requested
	

	queue
	

	quantity
	

	inquisitive
	

	requirement
	

	quality
	


	unique
	Sound combination: que

	antique
	

	technique
	

	boutique
	

	mosque
	

	plaque
	

	
	

	
	


	between
	Double vowels

Tip:  nearly all double vowel words use ee and oo. 

	thirteen
	

	looked
	

	needle
	

	goodbye
	

	choose
	

	agreed
	

	balloon
	


	without
	Words with an ow sound in them, as in ‘ouch!’.

Letter combinations that can make this sound are ou and ow

	mountain
	

	powerful
	

	playground
	

	amount
	

	drowning
	

	towel
	

	clown
	


	ahead
	Words that begin with the vowel a
Tip: when a is a prefix, it usually relates to a position or place

	ashore
	

	across
	

	around
	

	above
	

	along
	

	asleep
	

	awake
	


	screamed
	Words in past tense.

Tip: To make a verb past tense we add -ed. Eg. walk > walked.

For words ending in e, only add the d. Eg. race > raced.

Verbs with a short vowel sound followed by a short consonant sound have the final letter doubled.  Eg. fit > fitted, trap > trapped.

For words ending in y, change the y to i before adding ed.  Eg. hurry > hurried.

Some verbs use -t.  Eg. weep > wept, sleep > slept.

Some verbs change to become past tense.  Eg.  rise > rose, run > ran.

	invited
	

	dropped
	

	began
	

	carried
	

	expected
	

	slept
	

	stopped
	


	approach
	Words with an oh sound in them, as in ‘grow’.

Letter combinations that can make this sound are o-e, ow, oa and there are others!

	joked
	

	goes
	

	rainbow
	

	tomorrow
	

	followed
	

	slowly
	

	coast
	


	Australia
	Important words to learn - place names

There is no common spelling combination in these words.

Can you put them into alphabetical order?

	Victoria
	

	Melbourne
	

	Queensland
	

	Geelong
	

	Tasmania
	

	Ballarat
	

	Warrnambool
	


	awkward
	Words with an or sound in them.

Some letter combinations that can make this sound are: au, aw, or

	awesome
	

	ordinary
	

	organise
	

	pause
	

	naughty
	

	author
	

	exhausted
	


	echo
	When ch sounds like k

	ache
	

	chorus
	

	chemist
	

	stomach
	

	orchestra
	

	technology
	

	character
	


	useful
	Suffix: -ful  

Meaning:  ‘full of’

Most words that end in -ful are adjectives

Tip:  Adding the suffix -ful sometimes changes the spelling of the base word.  Eg. pity > pitiful

	awful
	

	skilful
	

	beautiful
	

	wonderful
	

	successful
	

	thoughtful
	

	peaceful
	


	misfortune
	Prefix: mis-

Meaning: wrong



	misuse
	

	misadventure
	

	mistaken
	

	misbehaviour
	

	mistrust
	

	misunderstanding
	

	
	


	teacher
	Suffix: -er

Meaning: one who, that which

	painter
	

	gardener
	

	worker
	

	climber
	

	computer
	

	printer
	

	officer
	


	untidy
	Prefix: un-

Meaning: not 

	unlikely
	

	unhealthy
	

	unfair
	

	unsafe
	

	unusual
	

	uneasy
	

	undo
	


	faster
	Suffix: -er

Meaning: more

Tip: When adding -er to adjectives you sometimes need to double the last letter of the base word.  Eg. big > bigger, 

When an adjective ends in y you need to change the y to i before you add er.  Eg. happy > happier, funny > funnier

	bigger
	

	smarter
	

	happier
	

	louder
	

	closer
	

	higher
	

	prettier
	


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


