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	Aboriginal Perspective


	1788
	No say, no vote – laws and leaders were decided in England.  British declare Australia to be ‘terra-nullius’ (no-ones land) giving Aboriginals no rights over their land

	1790
	

	1795
	

	1800
	

	1805
	

	1810
	

	1815
	

	1820
	

	1825
	

	1830
	

	1835
	

	1840
	

	1845
	

	1850
	Many Aboriginals sent to live on reserves and missions

	1855
	

	1860
	

	1865
	

	1870
	

	1875
	

	1880
	Aboriginal Protection Board established (1883). It decides to allow Aboriginal children of mixed race to be removed from their families.  The practise continues until the 1960s (The ‘Stolen Generation’)

	1885
	

	1890
	

	1895
	

	1900
	Commonwealth Franchise Act – no voting rights for Aboriginals

	1905
	

	1910
	

	1915
	

	1920
	

	1925
	Some non-white men (from British Empire eg. India) allowed to vote – does not include Aboriginals

	1930
	

	1935
	

	1940
	

	1945
	

	1950
	Aboriginal men who had served in armed forces during WWII allowed to vote (1949)

	1955
	

	1960
	Committee set up to look into voting rights for Aboriginals (1961)

	1965
	Commonwealth Electoral Act of 1949 law passed to allow Aboriginals to vote (but not compulsory)

Voting age changed to 18 instead of 21 (1973)

	1970
	

	1975
	

	1980
	

	1985
	Compulsory voting for Aboriginal people (1984)

	1990
	Australian High Court overturns ‘terra-nullius’ (no-ones land) allowing Aboriginal people to claim the land as their own (1992)

	1995
	

	2000
	

	2005
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	Woman’s Perspective


	1788
	No say, no vote – laws and leaders were decided in England

	1790
	

	1795
	

	1800
	

	1805
	

	1810
	

	1815
	

	1820
	

	1825
	

	1830
	

	1835
	

	1840
	

	1845
	

	1850
	

	1855
	Between 1855-1896 States given right to self govern but women not allowed to vote

	1860
	

	1865
	

	1870
	

	1875
	

	1880
	

	1885
	

	1890
	

	1895
	Women over 21 allowed to vote in South Australia

	1900
	Commonwealth Franchise Act gives voting rights to white men and women over 21 (1902)

	1905
	All white Australian women allowed to vote in state elections by 1908

	1910
	

	1915
	

	1920
	First woman elected to State Parliament - Edith Cowan 1921 Western Australia

	1925
	

	1930
	

	1935
	

	1940
	First women elected to Federal Parliament - Enid Lyons and Dorothy Tangney 1943

	1945
	Many women taking on jobs left vacant by men fighting in war.  Received about ½ men’s wages

	1950
	Women’s weekly wages raised to 75% of men’s.

eg. Teacher – male $16.00 (8 pound) – female $12.00 (6 pound)

	1955
	

	1960
	

	1965
	

	1970
	Voting age changed to 18 instead of 21 (1973)

	1975
	

	1980
	

	1985
	

	1990
	

	1995
	

	2000
	

	2005
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	White Man’s Perspective


	1788
	No say, no vote – laws and leaders were decided in England

	1790
	

	1795
	

	1800
	

	1805
	

	1810
	

	1815
	

	1820
	

	1825
	

	1830
	

	1835
	

	1840
	Sydney and Adelaide are allowed to have city council elections – some men get to vote

	1845
	

	1850
	

	1855
	Between 1855-1896 States given right to self govern and male British landowners over 21 permitted to vote in state elections

	1860
	

	1865
	

	1870
	

	1875
	

	1880
	

	1885
	

	1890
	

	1895
	

	1900
	Commonwealth Franchise Act gives voting rights to white men and women over 21 (1902)

	1905
	

	1910
	

	1915
	

	1920
	

	1925
	

	1930
	

	1935
	

	1940
	

	1945
	

	1950
	

	1955
	

	1960
	

	1965
	

	1970
	Voting age changed to 18 instead of 21 (1973)

	1975
	

	1980
	

	1985
	

	1990
	

	1995
	

	2000
	

	2005
	


