 Integrated Unit Planner

‘Windows on Australia’

	VELS Level:
	4
	Year Levels:
	5/6
	Term:
	III
	Year:
	2011
	Duration:
	10 weeks


	Big Idea and Throughline

	Community – Our Australian identity is informed by our past, our values and our multicultural origins. Understanding how things change over time and the relevance of key events can determine how individuals and groups make decisions or take action.


	Understandings and Focus Questions

	Australia’s story is rich and unique, and continues to evolve.
Our nation has been built on the hard work, vision, determination and sacrifices of people from the past who strove to make life better.

Many different people from diverse backgrounds have shaped Australia’s story over time.

How has Australia’s story grown and developed?

What is Australia’s story?  How have people in Australia’s past influenced the development of our nation? How are our values today similar or different to those of the past?


	PHYSICAL, PERSONAL
	DISCIPLINE BASED
	INTERDISCIPLINARY

	& SOCIAL LEARNING
	LEARNING
	LEARNING

	Health
	English
	Communication

	
	Movement & Physical Activity
	x
	Reading
	x
	Listening, Viewing, Responding

	
	Health Knowledge & Promotion
	x
	Writing
	x
	Presenting

	Interpersonal Development
	x
	Speaking & Listening
	Information & Communication

	
	Building Social Relationships
	Mathematics
	Technology

	x
	Working in Teams
	
	Number
	x
	ICT for Visualising Thinking

	Personal Learning
	
	Space
	x
	ICT for Creating

	x
	The Individual Learner
	
	Measurement, Chance & Data
	x
	ICT for Communicating

	x
	Managing Personal Learning
	
	Structure
	Design, Creativity & Technology

	Civics & Citizenship
	
	Working Mathematically
	x
	Investigating & Designing

	x
	Civics Knowledge &
	Science
	x
	Producing

	
	Understanding
	
	Science Knowledge &
	
	Analysing & Evaluating

	
	Community Engagement
	
	Understanding
	Thinking

	
	
	Science at Work
	x
	Reasoning, Processing & Inquiry

	
	Humanities
	x
	Creativity

	
	x
	Economics
	x
	Reflection, Evaluation &

	
	x
	History
	
	Metacognition

	
	x
	Geography
	

	
	The Arts
	

	
	x
	Creating & Making
	

	
	
	Exploring & Responding
	

	
	LOTE
	

	
	
	Communication
	

	
	
	Intercultural Knowledge & 
	

	
	
	Language Awareness
	


	VELS Standards

	Historical knowledge and understanding

At Level 4, students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of significant events in Australian history including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, European settlement, the development of the colonies, the development of the wool industry, the 1850s gold rushes; the moves to self-government, Federation; and World War I. They demonstrate an understanding of the histories of some cultural groups which make up Australia today. They make links and appropriate comparisons with contemporary Australia.

They compare and contrast the values and beliefs of Australians and people of other cultures. They compare aspects of different cultures and countries, in both the past and present, and ask questions about their own society. They sequence events and describe their significance in bringing about particular developments.

Historical reasoning and interpretation 

At Level 4, students use a range of primary and secondary sources to investigate the past. With support, they frame research questions and plan their own inquiries. They comprehend and question sources and make judgments about the views being expressed, the completeness of the evidence, and the values represented. They use appropriate historical language and concepts to develop historical explanations. They present their understandings in a range of forms.

Civic knowledge and understanding
At Level 4, students explain the concept of multiculturalism and describe the contribution of various cultural groups, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, to Australian identity.
The individual learner

At Level 4, students identify, with support, their preferred learning styles and use strategies that promote learning. They monitor and describe progress in their learning and demonstrate learning habits that address their individual needs. They seek and respond to teacher feedback to develop their content knowledge and understanding. They identify and explain how different perspectives and attitudes can affect learning. They negotiate learning improvement goals and justify the choices they make about their own learning. Students actively develop, monitor and refine protocols that create a positive learning environment in the classroom.

Managing personal learning

At Level 4, students develop and implement plans to complete short-term and long-term tasks within timeframes set by the teacher, utilising appropriate resources. They undertake some set tasks independently, identifying stages for completion. They describe task progress and achievements, suggesting how outcomes may have been improved. They persist when experiencing difficulty with learning tasks. They seek and use learning support when needed from peers, teachers and other adults. They practise positive self talk. They demonstrate a positive attitude to learning within and outside the classroom.

Reasoning, processing and inquiry 

At Level 4, students develop their own questions for investigation, collect relevant information from a range of sources and make judgments about its worth. They distinguish between fact and opinion. They use the information they collect to develop concepts, solve problems or inform decision making. They develop reasoned arguments using supporting evidence.

Creativity 

At Level 4, students use creative thinking strategies to generate imaginative solutions when solving problems. They demonstrate creativity in their thinking in a range of contexts and test the possibilities of concrete and abstract ideas generated by themselves and others.

Reflection, evaluation and metacognition 

At Level 4, students use a broad range of thinking processes and tools, and reflect on and evaluate their effectiveness. They articulate their thinking processes. They document changes in their ideas and beliefs over time.


	Related Religious Education Unit

	‘People of God in Australia’


	IMMERSION
	Tuning In

What activities might stimulate the students’ interests and emotions in exploring the targeted understandings? What might motivate and challenge students?
	Learning Experiences including ICT Opportunities,

 Strategies and Resources

	
	· 
	Class survey (late Term Two) 

What knowledge do you already bring to this topic?

What wonderings do you have?

What good ideas do you have to help your teachers shape this topic for you?
History quotes on classroom windows

Inquiry display using photos, paintings, maps and inquiry understanding and questions

Making Timelines

Post it note activity.  Given 8 major events in Australian history, children attempt to plot them on timeline.  



	GATHERING
	Preparing to Find Out

What do the students already know about this topic? What questions do they have in relation to the topic?


	Slideshow – scans of Australia from the past and wondering questions.  (powerpoint: Tuning into Windows on Australia)  Children use topic exercise books to record ideas 
Excursion to Sovereign Hill

Inquiry presentations modelled by teachers (Marg-First Fleet, Michael-Gold Rush)  

Step by step inquiry process charts (word doc: Windows on Australia Inquiry Path)


	GATHERING
	Finding Out

What experiences can we provide to assist students to gather new information about the topic? What activities will assist students to achieve the intended outcomes?
	PROCESSING
	Sorting Out

What activities will help students to process and represent this new information?



	
	Establishing assessment rubric  (word doc: Windows on Australia Rubric)
Introduction of myclasses page with all planning sheets, graphic organizers, rubric, ideas for inquiry, Australian history weblinks, powerpoints.  Examples of teacher inquiries (from 2009)  Section for each homework area plus readings for homework (see below)

Students choose their own topics to research and options for the tools they wish to use for planning and presenting.  Students expected to complete 2 inquiries for the term following processes established in class (put posters up- Windows on Australia Inquiry Path) 
History readings given each week for homework on major events in Australian history and quiz given on Friday (Explorers, Gold Rush First Fleet, Federation, Australia at War, Indigenous Australia, Convicts, Great Depression, Equality-voting, Aboriginal & women’s rights)
	
	Students get approval for the topics they choose.  

Individual research projects and presentations
Classroom timeline display kept up in classroom and added to as students present.

Some students may need Weebly workshops if they want to do a website.
Make flip cameras available

	PROCESSING
	Reflecting and Evaluating

What are the feelings, values and attitudes associated with student learning so far? What thinking tools can we use to extend students thinking in relation to their learning so far?


	Learning Experiences including ICT Opportunities,

 Strategies and Resources

	
	
	Students use assessment rubric from first inquiry to help them when they prepare and present their second.
Use BTN (abc.net.au) to discuss current issues that impact Australia.  How does this fit in with what we’ve learnt about Australian History?

Reflection on how we’re going with the weekly quizzes

RE links –People of God in Australia

	COMMUINICATING
	Going Further/ Taking Action

What are the things that students are still wondering about? What activities will extend understanding of the topic? How can students make links with their learning to the real world ( home, school, community, wider community)
	History ‘expo’ where students share what they’ve learnt with a wider audience (online, parents, other grades)


Third Millennium Skills

	x
	Literacy and numeracy: to ‘read’ print and visual media

	x
	Technology capabilities:  to use new tools of information and knowledge management technologies, and to learn how to learn

	
	

	x
	Resilience and flexibility: to adapt to deal with uncertainties and shades of grey

	x
	Communication and exchange of ideas: to communicate in written, oral, body, visual and electronic language forms (multiple intelligences)

	
	

	x
	Awareness and appreciation of cultures

	
	Vision and open-mindedness

	x
	Critical thinking and adaptability: effective problem solving

	
	Team work and community service

	x
	Awareness of ones own choices


Research Skills

	Investigation
	
	Organisation

	x
	Identifies main problems/questions
	
	x
	Lists and describes

	x
	Locates key ideas
	
	x
	Visually represents ideas eg. Flow charts, 

	x
	Summarises in own words
	
	
	timelines, graphs and maps

	x
	Identifies cause and effect
	
	
	Evaluates data

	x
	Identifies information needs
	
	x
	Lists main ideas

	x
	Takes notes
	
	x
	Defines problems

	x
	Uses a variety of resources
	
	
	Compares and contrasts

	x
	Identifies problem/solution
	
	x
	Discusses issues

	
	
	
	x
	Sorts/categorises information

	
	
	
	x
	Forms generalisations

	
	
	
	x
	Uses multimedia


Thinking Skills

	Critical Thinking
	
	Reflective Thinking
	
	Creative Thinking

	x
	Clarify
	
	x
	Synthesises
	
	x
	Self-assess

	
	Hypothesises
	
	x
	Links ideas
	
	x
	Links ideas

	
	Suggests consequences
	
	
	Predicts outcomes
	
	x
	Considers different 

	
	Reasons
	
	
	Analyses
	
	
	perspectives

	x
	Examines ideas
	
	x
	Forms questions
	
	x
	Sets goals

	x
	Organises
	
	
	Self-questions
	
	x
	Suggests alternative ideas

	
	Analyses
	
	
	
	
	x
	Explores options

	x
	Generalises
	
	
	
	
	
	Hypothesises

	x
	Predicts
	
	
	
	
	x
	Approaches tasks flexibly

	x
	Evaluates tasks & situations
	
	
	
	
	
	Modifies ideas

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Makes decisions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Selects appropriate 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	strategies


Communication Skills

	Non Verbal
	
	Assertive Speaking
	
	Active Listening

	x
	Nods, smiles in appropriate 
	
	x
	Respects the opinions of
	
	x
	Asks questions of speakers

	
	places
	
	
	others
	
	
	Restates ideas

	
	
	
	x
	Verbalises needs 
	
	
	Confirms understanding

	
	
	
	
	honestly
	
	x
	Listens to ideas of others

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Empathises with ideas of

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	others


Co-operative Learning Skills

	Task Skills
	
	Work Skills
	
	Social Skills

	x
	Stays on task
	
	x
	Works independently
	
	x
	Listens to others

	x
	Finishes tasks
	
	x
	Acts enthusiastically
	
	x
	Takes turns

	x
	Follows directions
	
	x
	Displays self motivation
	
	x
	Shares ideas

	x
	Watches time
	
	x
	Takes risks
	
	x
	Asks for help

	x
	Records ideas
	
	x
	Displays confidence
	
	x
	Uses quiet voice

	x
	Shares materials
	
	
	
	
	x
	Uses eye contact

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Uses names

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Asks questions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Reports ideas

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Justifies ideas

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Achieves consensus

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Accepts criticism

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Encourages others

	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	Negotiates


Assessment

	Assessment for Learning - undertaken to ascertain student’s prior knowledge, perceptions & misconceptions.  The evidence gathered through this assessment is used to inform teaching and planning. (Formative)

	Coming Up in Term Three.doc 
What knowledge do you already bring to this topic?

What wonderings do you have?

What good ideas do you have to help your teachers shape this topic for you?

	Assessment as Learning - focuses on ongoing constructive feedback and on developing the student’s capacity to self assess and reflect on their learning - to improve their future learning and understanding. (On-going)

	Assessment rubric

	Assessment of Learning - makes judgements about what the student has learned in relation to the teaching and learning goals.  It should be comprehensive and reflect the learning growth over the period assessed. (Summative)

	Weekly quiz results
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