Writing Analysis 

Prep
	Name: ______________________________________
	Date:  ____________

	Language Level – circle the number of the highest level of linguistic organization used by the child

	1. Alphabetical (letters only)

2. Word (any recognizable word)

3. Word group (any two-word phrase)

4. Sentence (any simple sentence)

5. Punctuated story (of two or more sentences)

6. Paragraphed story (two themes)

	Message Quality – circle the number for the best description of the child’s sample

	1. Has a concept of signs (uses letters, invents letters, uses punctuation.)

2. Has a concept that a message is conveyed

3. A message is copied

4. Makes repetitive use of sentence patterns such as ‘Here is a …’

5. Attempts to record own ideas

6. Produces successful composition

	Directional Principles – circle the number of the highest rating for which there is no error in the sample of the child’s writing

	1. No evidence of directional knowledge

2. Part of the directional patterns is known: start top left, or move left to right, or return down left

3. Reversal of the directional pattern (right to left and return down right)

4. Correct directional pattern

5. Correct directional pattern and spaces between words

6. Extensive text without any difficulties of arrangement and spacing of text


Focus
	Language Level
	
	Message Quality
	
	Directional Principles
	


	Scores 1 – 4 Needing Assistance
	Scores 5 – 6 Satisfactory


	Notes:


	

	

	


Source:  Marie Clay’s Ob Survey

